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Positioned in the most romantic valley on earth, only 1 hour from Cape Town, Franschhoek 
Country House & Villas is an exclusive boutique hotel reminiscent of a village in Provence 
yet with an elegant Cape sensibility.  Set in gardens of lemon trees, lavender and vines 
– with fynbos draping the nearby mountains – the original, charming country maison 
includes 14 standard and luxury rooms as well as the award-winning Monneaux 
Restaurant while the 12 Villa suites are havens of privacy & understated opulence.  
Swimming pools, a candle-lit cellar, a treatment room and sun-down verandas are all 
a traveller needs as you live la vie extraordinaire.

Cape Winelands – South Africa
For current special offers and packagesFor current special offers and packages

visit our website at www.fch.co.zavisit our website at www.fch.co.za 
Tel: +27 (0)21 876 3386    |   email: info@fch.co.za

https://www.fch.co.za/
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I
nnovation is something that I think 
South Africa is very good at. Businesses 
here are consistently looking for ways 

to better their offerings and give their 
customers that extra something. 

I wanted to reflect on the impressive 
innovations that I’ve seen over the last 
12-months and encourage you to give 
them a try!

Checkers Sixty60
Possibly my favourite thing ever, the 

new Checkers app allows you to order 
goods and have them delivered to your 
doorstep within 60 minutes. Honestly, 
what a marvel. I love the service. I love 
the app. I love the delivery drivers - 
they are so friendly! One of the best 
features is the option to add a second 
choice if your item is out of stock. 
You can also select “I don’t want an 
alternative”, and if that item is not in 
stock, they simply won’t send it, and 
that amount will be refunded. 

Live Safaris from Tau
During SA’s initial lockdown, Tau Game 

Lodge came up with a brilliant idea – live, 
virtual safaris. Their rangers still went out 
on drives and live-streamed what they 
saw straight to their website for all safari-
lovers to enjoy. It was such an amazing 
way to keep the public in touch with the 
wilderness that we all love so much. It 
was hard to feel trapped at home when 
I could watch the wildlife of Madikwe 
Game Reserve roam freely and happily. 

Bake at Home Boxes
I’m sure businesses all over SA also 

joined the home-delivery movement, but 
Knead and Bentleys Bread Co were my 
saviours. The bread boxes from Knead 
and the bake-at-home chocolate chip 
cookies from Bentleys Bread Co were 

pretty much the reason that I survived 
with my mental health relatively in-tact. 

Online Doctor’s Appointments 
If you’d have said to be a year ago 

that I’d be describing my medical 
conditions to my doctor via Skype, I 
would say that you’d been drinking 
Witblits for a little too long. Now, it feels 
completely logical. Why would I want 
to risk getting COVID when my doctor 
could diagnose me from afar. No more 
waiting rooms, no more small talk with 
people who are full of a cold, and no 
more unnecessary excursions. 

I’d also like to take a second 
to profusely thank the healthcare 
professionals and frontline workers 
who have carried us through this 
pandemic. I am in complete awe of 
your professionalism, dedication and 
unwavering determination to get our 
nation through this exceptionally 
challenging time. I am proud to be South 
African, and it’s because of every single 
one of you. 
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A: Leeu Estates, Dassenberg Road, Franschhoek | P: 021 492 2222  | E: reservations@lechene.co.za |  W: www.lechene.co.za

A PARTNERSHIP OF EXCELLENCE

Award-winning chef Darren Badenhorst, of Le coin Français, has added to his portfolio by piloting Le chêne in the 
Manor House, situated at the five-star Leeu Estates, part of Leeu Collection. Both titans of their respective industries, 
Leeu Estates and Chef Darren share a vision of creating something truly unique for their guests. Serving elegant French 
cuisine, guests are invited to enjoy the stunning scenery of Leeu Estates while delighting their palette with a vibrant and 

exciting dish created in the Le chêne kitchen.  

https://lechene.co.za/restaurant/
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Lifestyle

A Celebration for Delheim
One of South Africa’s most loved and quirkiest fine wines 
celebrates its 60th anniversary this year with the latest release by 
Delheim in Stellenbosch. What some first derided as a failure, the 
late Spatz Sperling resurrected to become a beloved choice of 
South African new wine lovers. He called it Spatzendreck. Since 
2013, the winemaking style changed Spatzendreck to a naturally 
sweet, barrel-aged wine. This is a collector’s item to treasure the 
farm’s history and reminisce over pioneering efforts, tenacity and 
a sense of humour. Careful cellaring will allow the wine to age 
for 10 to 20 years from vintage. The Spatzendreck 2019 sells for  
R245 per 500ml bottle and is only available from the farm or 
through Delheim’s online shop at www.delheim.com/shop-online.

Socks for Winter & Beyond  
from Sexy Socks
Hot weather might not be synonymous with socks, but bamboo is 
here to change that as they are geared to keep your feet cool when 
temperatures soar in Summer. They also keep your feet warm in 
winter because bamboo has great temperature control and the 
material is more breathable than most other materials. Bamboo 
socks are ideal for both summer and winter because they trap cold 
air when it gets hot and traps warm air when it is cold.And they are 
better for the environment because the processing of bamboo is 
much kinder to the environment than other yarns. Super soft, anti-
odour, anti-bacterial, and available in a range of unique designs, 
they are the ideal addition to your wardrobe. Plus, for every pair 
sold, they give a pair of school socks to a child in need. Socks are 
available in selected outlets and online at www.buysexysocks.com.

Keep Your Immunity  
at 100% with Sir Fruit
After what is soon to be a year of lockdown and all of South Africa eager 
to keep their immune systems as strong as possible, South Africa’s 
favourite premium juice company, Sir Fruit have put together the new 
Immunity Booster Shot packed with only the good stuff to keep you 
healthy throughout the period of COVID-19 and thereafter. Using a 
combination of cold-pressed juices, extracts and added vitamins, the 
shot comprises of cold-pressed orange, apple, ginger, turmeric and 
lemon, and is filled with a good dose of Echinacea and vitamins to 
ensure each health shot packs a punch. Sir Fruit’s Immunity Shot will 
retail from R21.99 and is available at top grocers nationwide and for 
home delivery online at www.sirfresh.co.za. For more information, 
visit the Sir Fruit website www.sirfruit.com.

http://www.delheim.com/shop-online
http://www.buysexysocks.com
http://www.sirfresh.co.za
http://www.sirfruit.com
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B R U C E  L I T T L E
sculptor

Outdoor and Indoor Sculpture 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT

KERYN DALEY          BRUCE LITTLE
M: +27 (0) 72 310 5377                   M: +27 (0) 83 507 8941
E: keryn@brucelittle.com                 E: bruce@brucelittle,com                

B R U C E  L I T T L E
sculptor

www.brucelittle.com

https://www.brucelittle.com
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Travel

Find Your Inner-Balance

Under the Shade  
of the Palms

A Golf-Loving Holiday

The Riebeek Valley has long held appeal for artists, seekers 
of a laid-back lifestyle and self-sufficient professionals thanks 
to its unhurried and scenic village air. It is here among the 
suburban streets of delightful period homes and a backdrop 
of the fynbos-covered Kasteelberg Mountain that Ruby 
Rose Country House has established its loyal following. The 
heritage-certified manor house is built in the Victorian style, 
complete with wooden floors and decorative trim typical of 
the period. It is the property’s crown jewel and lived many 
former lives, including the owners believe as a police station. 
Ruby Rose Country House is situated at 12 Sending Street, 
Riebeek West. Bookings can be made directly on the website 
www.rubyrosecountryhouse.weebly.com, which also 
provides more information. 

The V&A Hotel Group under the management 
of Newmark Hotels, Reserves, Lodges 
and Residences is proud to announce its 
acquisition of La Maison d’Été Hotel in 
Mauritius – a luxuriant, hotel beckoning 
those in search of an opulent tropical 
escape. The La Maison d’Été hotel is set 
within an enclave of pristine beaches, azure 
ocean waters and lush tropical vegetation 
– making this hotel an idyllic beach escape 
that will be indelible for those who stay here. 
This contemporary hotel offers four room 
types: Standard, Superior, Deluxe and La Vigie 
– all with a private terrace from which to marvel 
at the ocean and spectacular coral reefs. Luxury 
and architectural design are harmoniously blended 
in the La Vigie exclusive room – a private haven set on 
stilts offering breathtaking views of the cobalt waters in the 
distance. Dine indoors or out, meeting for lunch or dinner at the 
two on-site restaurants. Go barefoot under a palm-thatched roof at the 
water’s edge and treat your palate to sumptuous gastronomic fare. For more 
information, visit www.newmarkhotels.com. 

Fancourt’s golfing clientele will be delighted to hear that the 
iconic golf estate, once again, has three courses listed in the 
Top 20 of SA’s Top 100 golf courses for 2021. Everyone at 
Fancourt is immensely proud of this wonderful achievement. 
At Fancourt, guests can experience Outeniqua, which 
placed at number 18; Montagu, which placed at number 8; 
and The Links, which secured the number one spot. Golfers 
can experience all three of these highly-acclaimed courses 
on one of our unforgettable golfing getaways. By special 
invitation from The Links, the top course on the list of SA’s 
Top 100 golf courses, we invite you to play SA’s best and stay 
at Fancourt, Africa and South Africa’s best golf hotel 2020. 
For more information, visit www.fancourt.co.za. 

http://www.rubyrosecountryhouse.weebly.com
http://www.newmarkhotels.com
http://www.fancourt.co.za
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An up-close and personal 
safari experience

Wild Ones
Where the

Walk
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Perhaps the most natural way to experience the bush is by 
hopping down from that game drive vehicle onto your very own 
feet. Heading out into the wild on foot offers you the opportunity 
to enjoy the experience from a different perspective. Learn 
to listen to the sounds of the bush and trust your instincts as 
you step into the wilderness and prepare for the most intimate 
sightings of your life.

Travel
Klaserie Sands

Wild Ones
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W
alking in the footsteps of our 

ancestors is a transcendent 

thing. Stepping where they 

once stepped is a feeling that 

not many are fortunate enough to experience 

– a moment where time freezes and it is 

just you and the wilderness, with only the 

sunshine to shine a light on the landscape, 

seemingly unchanged in a time-warp.

Klaserie Sands, located in the Klaserie 

Private Nature Reserve, has been delighting 

nature-lovers with the stunning River 

Camp since 2014. Nestled on the banks of 

a seasonal river, the River Camp provides 

guests with a calm respite from their normal 

lives. Enjoy a delicious, homemade ice-tea 

(with a splash or two of gin if you wish) as 

you unwind on the pool deck, watching as a 

herd of elephants frolic in the watering hole 

located just 50 metres from the lodge. 

Their newest camp, opened earlier 

this year, invites lovers of the Klaserie 

Sands brand to experience something 

exhilaratingly new. Safari Trails allows guests 

to enjoy the sights and sounds of the bush 

from a new vantage point: the ground. 

Led by an experienced guide, guests will 

be taken through the bush in search of the 

majestic animals that roam the reserve.

Arriving at the camp, guests are 

welcomed with a smile and a refreshing 

drink. Ushered into the tented recreational 

area, the Klaserie Sands Safari Trails 

experience begins with a heartfelt welcome 

from the team and a short introduction to 

the safety rules of the camp.

CemAir is proud  to fly around SA,  book online at  flycemair.co.za
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CemAir is proud  to fly around SA,  book online at  flycemair.co.za
Safari Trails consists of four permanent, 

luxuriously-kitted tents. They are en-

suite tents and host guests in bush-side 

comfort, boasting both an indoor and 

outdoor shower. The bedding in the tents 

has a 200 thread count, and the beds 

themselves are soft and can be heard 

calling your name after a long day of 

exploring on foot. It can get exceedingly 

hot here during the summer and, as such, 

each tent is fitted with a ceiling fan and a 

pool at the camp for your enjoyment. With 

With views of the seasonal river bed, the 
tents provide the perfect spot for an 
afternoon nap and a restful night’s sleep.
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views of the river bed, the tents provide 

the perfect spot for an afternoon nap and 

a restful night’s sleep. 

At pre-dawn, guests are gently woken 

for their morning walk. Half an hour 

later, guests will be happily sipping on 

hot coffee and nibbling on one of Chef 

Stephen’s homemade rusks. This will give 

you the energy that you need to start 

tracking and get your morning of walking 

off to a great start. 

The guide team from Safari Trails are 

expertly trained in the art of walking safaris 

and take every precaution to get you close 

– but not too close – to the action. One 

of the pillars of the Klaserie Sands brand 

is respect – for the animals and for the 

environment that they have the privilege of 

existing within. Getting close to an animal 

on foot is a treat, but keeping a level of 

respect in the way the party approaches is 

paramount to guests’ safety. The team are 

well-versed in the tracks and sounds of the 

bush. Sound is the information highway of 

the bush – if there is a predator nearby, the 

trackers will know long before they have 

spotted the animal. 

After a morning of safari walking, guests 

return to Safari Trails for a scrumptious 

breakfast and a refreshing drink before 

spending the late morning lounging by 

the pool or reading a book from the 

camp library. Relaxing can be tiring, so an 

afternoon nap is always advisable. Sprawl 

out on your comfy bed and drift off to the 

sounds of the bush in the background.
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Text by Charlotte Rogers 
Images © Klaserie Sands

Once rested, guests are taken out for 

their afternoon walk. The bush comes alive 

when the temperature drops in the late 

afternoon, transforming it from barren to 

bustling. The predators wake up from their 

afternoon naps, stretch, and set out in 

search of their next meal. If luck is on your 

side, you might even catch a glimpse - from 

a safe distance - and head back to the camp 

buzzing from an amazing sighting. 

Evenings are spent feasting on a 

celebration of South African cuisine and 

drinking wine while the hyenas start to call. 

If you are lucky, you will even hear a lion 

contact calling. It is an amazing sound – one 

that you will never forget. 

To get a taste of the bush is to find 

yourself addicted to the beauty of the 

wilderness. Being able to get back to 

nature and tapping into your primal 

instincts is a refreshing thing. To walk 

where the wild ones walk, please visit  

www.klaseriesands-safaritrails.com.

Travelling 
with your 
clothes?

BOOK ONLINE
www.flycemair.co.za 
Email: tickets@cemair.co.za 
Call Centre: 0861 CemAir / 
0861 236247

Bag  
Included

http://www.klaseriesands-safaritrails.com
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We zoom in on the newest project by the Plamena Danieli Studio and 
take you through every aspect of this stunning space. Located on the 
Western Cape’s West Coast, this property encapsulates the essence of 
coastal living. 

Infusing the essence of a location 
into the design of your home

SkyNewsflycemair.co.za 23

West Coast
Design for 

Living
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S
urrounded by a nature reserve 

along the West Coast, this one-

bedroom loft needed a refresher 

to suit its surroundings and 

escape from city living. Interior Designer 

Plamena Danieli brought new life into the 

upstairs section of the loft, transforming 

the bedroom and en-suite bathroom 

into a sanctuary. The magnificent views 

of wildlife are witnessed through double 

volume windows. The space needed to 

respond to the couple’s fast-paced lifestyle, 

while retaining the calm views and historic 

characteristics of the building. Considering 

the boundaries between indoors and 

outdoors to make them as fluid as possible, 

while balancing a contemporary space. 

The south-facing window allows for 

constant natural light to seep in, with the 

result to create a soft minimal space that 

tells a story through its simplicity and 

surroundings. The space was constructed 

with natural materials, curated sculptures 

and uniquely collected items.

MAIN BEDROOM
The clients were looking for a soft, 

relaxed bedroom that would showcase a 

blend of old-worldly and modern elements. 

The designer used natural materials of 

linen and cotton as well as handmade 

ceramic sculptures and a collection of dark 

timber pots. The objective was to create 

an authentic flow from the exterior to the 

interior which maximizes the synergy of the 

space and coordination that’s inviting. 

EN-SUITE BATHROOM 
The bathroom was completely 

renovated and opened up into a large 

walk-in shower, as the area was compact 

and succeeded in gaining space for better 

use. Featuring a bold monochromatic tile 

that runs throughout the floor travelling 

up one wall and paired with a polished 

large format tile (600 x 1200 mm). This 

extended the bathroom creating a lighter 

and fresher look. Matt black sanitary 

ware and Turkish towels were added to 

complete the look. 

The apartment needed to 

acknowledge and celebrate the natural 

habitat while creating a timeless space; 

by maximizing the client’s quality of 

life, through dedication to detail and 

commitment to craftsmanship. The final 

result boosts the client’s lifestyle and tells 

a story between the scenic views and the 

interior memorabilia. In an ode to design 

harmony, this reminiscent area provides a 

serene and contemporary space.

Text by Plamena Danieli 
Images © Ryan Abbott



CLASSIC & CONTEMPORARY  
FRENCH FUSION

The newest addition to the Franschhoek scene is a 
restaurant truly designed for Franschhoek. Both in concept 
and in name, the aptly named Le coin Français, the French 
derivative of Franschhoek, embodies the essence of the 
valley in heritage, cuisine, art, and wine. Featuring cutting 
edge methods that meet time-tested French elegance in 
cuisine, Le coin Français offers two structures of fine dining 
tasting menus for dinner – both with excellent pairing 
options – as well as an a la carte menu for lunch which 
enables people that are less adventurous (in mind and in 
pocket) to experience the same caliber and sophistication 
of cuisine in a more casual and approachable setting.  
Bookings are essential at least 2 weeks in advance, and can be 
made online at www.lecoinfrancais.co.za 

C: 074 126 0022     |    E: reservations@lecoinfrancais.co.za    |    A: 17 Huguenot Rd, Franschhoek, 7690

https://lecoinfrancais.co.za/
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Agriculture’s impact on the planet is massive and relentless. Roughly 40 per cent of the Earth’s suitable land 
surface is used for cropland and grazing. The number of domestic animals far outweighs the remaining wild 
populations. Every day, more primary forest falls against a tide of crops and pasture and each year, an area 
as large as the United Kingdom is lost. If humanity is to have a hope of addressing climate change, we must 
reimagine farming.

Global warming is here, and these technologies may help us fight it…
the Planet

Three Technologies That Will Change Food &
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C
OVID-19 has also exposed 

weaknesses with current food 

systems. Agricultural scientists 

have known for decades that 

farm labour can be exploitative and 

problematic, so it should surprise no one 

that farm owners had trouble importing 

labour to keep farms running as they 

struggled to ensure food workers stay free 

from the virus.

Similarly, “just enough, just in time”, food 

supply chains are efficient but offer little 

redundancy. And pushing farmland into the 

wilds connects humans with reservoirs of 

viruses that — when they enter the human 

population — prove devastating.

To address these challenges, new 

technologies promise a greener approach 

to food production and focus on more 

plant-based, year-round, local and intensive 

production. Done right, three technologies 

— vertical, cellular and precision agriculture 

— can remake the relationship between 

land and food.

FARM IN A BOX
Vertical farming — the practice of 

growing food in stacked trays — isn’t 

new; innovators have been growing 

crops indoors since Roman times. What 

is new is the efficiency of LED lighting 

and advanced robotics that allow vertical 

farms today to produce 20 times more 

food on the same footprint possible in  

the field.

Currently, most vertical farms only 

produce greens, such as lettuce, herbs 

and microgreens, as they are quick and 

profitable. Still, within five years, many more 

crops will be possible as the lighting cost 

continues to fall, and technology develops.

The controlled environments of vertical 

farms slash pesticide and herbicide use, 

can be carbon neutral and recycle water. 

For both cold and hot climates where field 

production of tender crops is difficult or 

impossible, vertical agriculture promises 

an end to expensive and environmentally 

intensive imports, such as berries, small 

fruits and avocados from regions such  

as California.

Cellular agriculture, or the science 

of producing animal products without 

animals, heralds an even more significant 

change. In 2020 alone, hundreds of 

millions of dollars flowed into the sector, 

and in the past few months, the first 

products have come to market.

This includes Brave Robot “ice cream” 

that involves no cows and Eat Just’s limited 
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release of “chicken” that never went cluck.

Precision agriculture is another big 

frontier. Soon self-driving tractors will use 

data to plant the right seed in the right 

place and give each plant exactly the 

right amount of fertilizer, cutting down on 

energy, pollution and waste.

Taken together, vertical, cellular, and 

precision farming should allow us to 

produce more food on less land and with 

fewer inputs. Ideally, we will produce 

any crop, anywhere, any time of year, 

eliminating the need for long, vulnerable, 

energy-intensive supply chains.

IS AGRICULTURE 2.0 READY?
Of course, these technologies are no 

panacea — no technology ever is. For 

one thing, while these technologies are 

maturing rapidly, they aren’t quite ready 
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for mainstream deployment. Many remain 

too expensive for small- and medium-sized 

farms and may drive farm consolidation.

Some consumers and food theorists are 

cautious, wondering why we can’t produce 

our food the way our great-grandparents 

did. Critics of these agricultural technologies 

call for agri-ecological or regenerative 

farming that achieves sustainability through 

diversified, small-scale farms that feed local 

consumers. Regenerative agriculture is very 

promising, but it isn’t clear it will scale.

While these are serious considerations, 

there is no such thing as a one-size-fits-all 

approach to food security. For instance, 

alternative small-scale mixed-crop farms 

also suffer labour shortages and typically 

produce expensive food that is beyond the 

means of lower-income consumers. But it 

doesn’t have to be an “either/or” situation. 

There are benefits and drawbacks to all 

approaches, and we cannot achieve our 

climate and food security goals without 

also embracing agricultural technology.

AGRICULTURE’S HOPEFUL FUTURE
By taking the best aspects of alternative 

agriculture (namely the commitment 

to sustainability and nutrition), the best 

parts of conventional agriculture (the 

economic efficiency and the ability to 

scale) and novel technologies such as those 

described above, the world can embark 

on an agricultural revolution that — when 

combined with progressive policies around 

labour, nutrition, animal welfare and the 

environment — will produce abundant food 

while reducing agriculture’s footprint on 

the planet.

This new approach to agriculture, 

a “closed-loop revolution,” is already 

blooming in fields (and labs) from 

advanced greenhouses of the Netherlands 

and the indoor fish farms of Singapore 

to the cellular agriculture companies of 

Silicon Valley.

Closed-loop farms use little pesticide, 

are land and energy-efficient, and recycle 

water. They can allow for year-round local 

production, reduce repetitive hand labour, 

improve environmental outcomes and 

animal welfare. If these facilities are matched 

with good policy, then we should see the 

land not needed for farming be returned to 

nature as parks or wildlife refuges.

Today’s world was shaped by an 

agricultural revolution that began ten 

thousand years ago. This next revolution 

will be just as transformative. COVID-19 

may have put the problems with our food 

system on the front page, but the long-

term prospect for this ancient and vital 

industry is ultimately a good news story.

Text: Lenore Newman and Evan Fraser for www.theconversation.com  
Images © Pexels.com
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Real
Estate

Reasons 
to Invest in 
Commercial

Everything you need to 
know about investing in 
commercial property

It is often said that the best way to invest in the future is to invest in the present. This applies to 
many facets of life, including deciding to invest in property ‒ specifically commercial property. 
Commercial property refers to land or buildings intended to generate a profit, either from 
rental income or capital gain. Common examples of commercial property include apartment 
and office buildings, shopping centres, hotels, farmland, and warehouses.



36 flycemair.co.zaSkyNews

B
efore we dive into some of the 

reasons to consider investing in 

commercial property, it is important 

to understand the fundamental 

differences between commercial and 

residential real estate. Residential property 

refers to single family-type homes, while 

commercial property usually encompasses 

several units of properties that have been 

assembled to create a larger unit. Both 

property types attract different kinds of 

tenants and bring with them different sets 

of opportunities. Residential properties are 

normally leased to families, while commercial 

properties are typically leased to businesses. 

A common question asked by many 

potential investors is whether to go the 

commercial or residential route when it 

comes to investments. Although there is no 

single correct answer to this question, as it 

is completely dependent on the investor’s 

goals, we will be looking at the reasons to 

invest in commercial property. Here we break 

down the basics of investing in commercial 

property and why it could be one of the best 

decisions you will make. 

A HIGHER AND MORE  
STABLE RENTAL INCOME

An optimum yield together with low 

risk should be at the heart of all investment 

ventures, which is why commercial real 

estate is one of the better options on the 

market. One of the primary reasons people 

opt for investing in commercial property 

over residential property is the income 

potential. Compared to residential properties, 

commercial property cash flow and returns 

are far more attractive to potential investors, 

due to the various property sizes and the 

number of tenants a commercial development 

can potentially hold. In addition to yielding 

a higher income than residential properties, 

investing in commercial property usually 

allows for a more steady and consistent flow 

of income. Residential properties are often 

clad with an amount of uncertainty with 

regards to the longevity of the lease or rental 

duration. However, in the case of commercial 

property, there is usually a longer lease 

duration. This means that commercial real 

estate owners have to deal with far less tenant 

turnover and are subsequently provided with 

much more stability.
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QUALIFIED TENANTS AND  
PROFESSIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

When comparing the nature of the lease 

agreements between commercial and 

residential properties, commercial property 

leases allow for a far more straightforward 

and professional relationship. Finding tenants 

who will treat the property with respect and 

obey all rules in the lease agreement is a 

common struggle of investors looking to rent 

out their residential properties. Commercial 

tenants, on the other hand, tend to be 

businesses or corporations, and because 

they are backed by a larger company, they 

are more likely to respect the property and 

its rules. While there are certainly exceptions, 

qualified tenants will generally make any 

property owner’s life easier. Additionally, 

when leasing out a commercial property, 

there is generally no risk of having to run 

around to get the rent. 

TRIPLE NET LEASES
A triple net lease is a lease agreement 

whereby the tenant agrees to pay all the 

expenses of the property, including real 

estate taxes, maintenance, and building 

insurance. With a triple net lease, the 

property owner is not responsible for 

any of these expenses, which naturally 

makes things a lot easier for them from 

a logistical point of view. While triple 

net leases do vary from case to case, 

they are generally extremely valuable for 

commercial real estate investors and are 

viewed as one of the biggest advantages 

of investing in commercial property as 

opposed to residential property.

Commercial real estate remains an 

appealing investment because of its consistent 

returns, growth potential, and passive income. 

These investments can provide stable cash 

flows in the form of rental income and, because 

commercial real estate is a hard asset, it always 

has intrinsic value and usually appreciates in 

value over time. Although this may all seem a 

little daunting for those who are not familiar 

with the ins-and-outs of property investment, 

investing in commercial property, while 

certainly not without its challenges, can be 

highly lucrative if done correctly.

Text by Maxine Volker
Images © Pexels.com
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Travel
Tintswalo Atlantic
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Wanderlust
A Crescendo of

Known for its secluded location, dramatic views, and dedication to service excellence, 
Tintswalo Atlantic sits serenely nestled on the shores of Hout Bay. Guests are invited to relax 
in delicious seclusion while the waves gently lap the shore just in front of their personal decks. 
Whether it is raining or gloriously sunny, Tintswalo Atlantic is one of the most unique lodges 
you will find anywhere in the Cape. Shannon Correia went to experience the iconic Tintswalo 
style of luxury for herself, and she came back refreshed in both body and soul. 

Experiencing one-of-a-kind luxury at Tintswalo Atlantic
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T
intswalo Atlantic is shrouded in a 

cloak of mystery. As tourist buses 

slowly pass by the hotel’s sign, 

people are left wondering – “What is 

Tintswalo?” Among locals, it has a reputation 

for being an oasis, so secluded in its location 

that few have ever even laid eyes on the 

establishment. Being a travel writer, I dream 

of going to the most unique places I can 

find, and it will be no surprise to learn that 

Tintswalo Atlantic was at the top of my list. 

A Tintswalo Atlantic experience starts with 

a scenic journey along the iconic Chapman’s 

Peak Drive. With breathtaking vistas, it is no 

wonder that this is a ‘must visit’ for tourists 

visiting the Mother City. Arriving at the gates, 

we were welcomed wholeheartedly by a 

member of the Tintswalo team and promptly 

transferred down to the seafront. As the 

road is steep, patrons are asked to leave 

their cars in the locked parking area while a 

staff member transports you down the sharp 

descent towards the ocean. Perched just by 

the water’s edge is the lodge, decorated with 

luxurious finishing touches of blue and light-

reflecting chandeliers, echoing the colours 

you see in the ocean. Once checked in we 

were ushered to the deck, where we sipped 

on a cocktail (or three) and relaxed in the 

fresh sea air.

At Tintswalo Atlantic, the smell of the 

sea salt and the sound of crashing waves 

permeate the property, promoting guests to 

fully immerse themselves in the surrounding 

environment, as if lulled into a state of 

constant relaxation and healing. By the time 

your stay draws to a close, it is this soft 

feeling of the ocean that will stay with you 

long after you have departed.

Tintswalo Atlantic is one of the country’s 

most romantic places to stay and it comes 

as no surprise that it is a popular choice for 

weddings and honeymoons. As a five-star, 

award-winning boutique lodge at the base 

of the ocean-facing Table Mountain National 

Park, Tintswalo are custodians of a very 

unique section of land. Being the only hotel 

within the park, Tintswalo takes great pride in 

their location and do all they can to make as 

little impact on the natural surroundings as 
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possible. Only a few metres from the water’s 

edge of the Atlantic Ocean, there is no other 

destination quite like this one. 

After being ravaged by a fire earlier this 

year, Tintswalo is open once again and just 

waiting for guests to revel in its renewed 

splendour. Dip into the heated pool with the 

ocean before you, or lay on the hammock 

on the beachfront with pebbles and the 

receding waves below you for a state of true 

bliss. You would be hard-pressed to take 

your eyes off the striking mountains before 

you, the vivid shades of blue in the expansive 

waters, or the rocks that pop up among the 

bits of maroon seaweed. Keep your eyes out 

for marine life, too, as dolphins and whales 

are common visitors to Hout Bay. 

Tintswalo Atlantic boasts 10 uniquely-

styled luxury suites and one two-bedroom 

suite, all of which have been inspired by 

different islands from around the world. 

Each suite is ocean-facing with a full en-
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suite bathroom, private deck, wood-burning 

fireplace, and panoramic sea view. 

During turn-down service, guests are 

given a note with more information on 

the island by which their suite is inspired. 

My partner and I stayed in the Java room, 

based on the Indonesian island. The room 

was decked out in the finest of everything. 

I struggled to find a spot I wanted to situate 

myself, from the massive bed with the 

softest pillows (and gowns to match), to 

the freestanding bathtub with an awe-

inspiring ocean view, or the balcony with 

two swinging chairs. It is here that nothing 

but the wonders and beauty of nature feed 

your very soul. 

Sunsets are a dramatic spectacle at 

Tintswalo Atlantic. As the sun sinks into 

the horizon, guests are welcome to join 

the team for sunset canapés and the 

‘Cocktail of the Day’ on the main deck. 

The restaurant provides three-course 

dinners and is run under the watchful 

eye of Chef Thando Jaxa and his team of 

experienced chefs. I opted for the risotto 

starter, a hearty lamb dish for my main 

course, and probably the best dessert I 

have ever had – a chocolate and orange 

tart. Chocolate is the way to my heart, and 

Tintswalo Atlantic well and truly stole it 

with this dessert. 

Drifting off to sleep at night is only a 

pleasure at Tintswalo – the waves act as 

a gentle lullaby while the soft pillows and 

sheets cocoon you and send you off to the 

land of deep sleep. In winter, soft raindrops 

can be heard bouncing off the roof, making 

your bed seem even softer and warmer while 

the weather stirs outside. 

As we woke in the surrounds of luxury, 

we were delighted to step out onto the 

deck and enjoy breakfast under the pergola. 

Presented with a menu offering us the best 

of the morning favourites, we started our 

day with deliciously roasted coffee and 

a selection of heavenly baked goodies, 

followed by a hot breakfast and a mimosa in 

the sunshine. Try as I may, I could not think 

of a more idyllic morning. 

Before bidding a sad farewell to the lodge, 

we were encouraged to share in Tintswalo’s 

good fortune ritual. Departing guests are 

invited to pick up a pebble (which will be 

adorned with a meaningful message), make a 

wish, and toss it into the sea. As my message 

of goodwill sunk under the waves, I was 

left quietly reflecting on the most serene 

weekend of my life so far. 

For more info, visit www.tintswalo.com.

Text by Shannon Correia
Images © Tintswalo Atlantic 

Gerart Exclusive Art Gallery Franschhoek
Unit 6 & 7 Centre Du Village, Huguenot Road, Franschhoek, 7690

Mobile:  +27 83 356 9898 / +27 82 378 9668  •  Email:  info@gerart.co.za
w w w . g e r a r t . c o . z a

Indwe FP Advert.indd   3 2019/03/22   12:24 

http://www.tintswalo.com
https://www.gerart.co.za/


SkyNewsflycemair.co.za 45

Gerart Exclusive Art Gallery Franschhoek
Unit 6 & 7 Centre Du Village, Huguenot Road, Franschhoek, 7690

Mobile:  +27 83 356 9898 / +27 82 378 9668  •  Email:  info@gerart.co.za
w w w . g e r a r t . c o . z a

Indwe FP Advert.indd   3 2019/03/22   12:24 

https://www.gerart.co.za/


46 flycemair.co.zaSkyNews

Thinking

flycemair.co.za

Future

How entrepreneurial skil ls can 
better equip the youth of today
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Although statistics revealed that in the UK, 
unemployment in the 16-24 year old bracket increased 
by 13% since the onset of the pandemic through to 
November 2020, amounting to 68,000 young people 
seeking employment with no success, we reveal how, by 
developing and encouraging entrepreneurial skills, one 
can better equip our youth for the future. 
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W
hile the rapid decline in 

unemployment among the 

youth in the UK (a decline of 

231,000 recorded between 

March and November 2020) are not as 

concerning as those recorded during 

the 2009 financial crisis, this decline 

in unemployment has raised concerns 

regarding the after-effects which may 

potentially lead to a lost generation. 

Research has indicated that this effect on 

unemployment among youth, may lead to 

long-term scarring regarding employment 

prospecting and earnings.

In addition to this concern, it is also 

evident that even relatively short spells 

of unemployment can potentially lead to 

loss of self-esteem and confidence, which 

in turn results in an increase in mental 

health problems, while long stretches of 

unemployment can lead to detrimental 

effects regarding mental health – which is 

particularly true in this youthful age bracket.

There is however, light at the end of 

this seemingly dark tunnel. Employment 

schemes providing work experience 

through apprenticeships or other schemes 

are critical. Job placements such as these 

not only create an opportunity for  young 

people to gain work experience, but 

also assist in improving their skills and 

confidence, and aid in preventing  poor 

mental health. In our opinion, government 

interventions would be more effective 

by considering how best to develop 

entrepreneurial competencies, which in 

turn could offer work experience and 

improve employability levels of young 

people.

ENTREPRENEURIAL COMPETENCIES
Entrepreneurial competencies embrace 

a combination of knowledge, skill and 

attitude, which enable a person to launch a 

new venture. Entrepreneurial competencies 

encapsulate an opportunistic mindset, 

enabled through creative problem solving 

techniques,taking initiative, communicating, 

reflecting, adapting, and include attitudes 

such as curiosity, open-mindedness, 

proactivity, flexibility, determination, 

and resilience. While some believe that 

entrepreneurs are born, there is robust 

evidence that such entrepreneurial 

competencies and “the entrepreneurial 

mindset” can be taught.

Not everyone aspires to be an 

entrepreneur, however, entrepreneurial 

competencies not only assist in the 

onset of new ventures,  but also aid in 

boosting employability. Entrepreneurial 

competencies are transferable skills 

enabling young people to succeed in 

diverse careers and equip people to be 

more proactive in navigating uncertainty 

and to overcome resource constraints – all 

elements characteristic of businesses and 

organisations in the current environment.

FOSTERING THE  
ENTREPRENEURIAL MINDSET

It is essential to offer work experience 

in small businesses. This offers a positive 

first stepping stone with reference to 

affording young people work experience, 

in turn enabling them to familiarise 

themselves with more flexible working 

environments dominant in smaller firms 

(which typically offer more complex 

and interesting tasks to work and where 

tasks are much less centralised and 

compartmentalised, than in larger firms).

Existing schemes could also 

complement dedicated interactive training 

modules to aid in the development of 

entrepreneurial competencies. These 

should not be centred on “starting a 

business” but rather on enabling young 

people create and sell their ideas, 

understand entrepreneurship as a process, 

and serve as an approach to enhance 

problem-solving skills, which in turn 

increase output – competencies useful to 

all employees.

Furthermore, an expansion on existing 

schemes is required in order  to recognise 

that setting up one’s business or social 

enterprise is a valuable learning experience 

in its own right and will in turn, provide 

support to young people who have an 

idea they would like to pursue. Prior to 

the onslaught of the COVID pandemic, 

approximately 8% of those in the 18-24 

year old bracket in the UK, were involved 

in start-up businesses, and many more 

had start-up ideas offering learning 

opportunities. These young entrepreneurs 

claim that this gave them a sense of 

control and helped gain a more positive 

state of mental health.

Inspiration on designing such a “start-

up apprenticeship” scheme could be 

drawn from the likes of a start-up visa 

scheme – a government initiative in the UK 

– allowing people with innovative growth 

potential start-up ideas to be granted UK 

visas. This includes a model comprising 

timings and mechanisms which measure 

project accountability.

Evidence indicates that by encouraging 

the unemployed to start businesses, could 

however, result in low-quality start-ups. 

Many young people would rather benefit 

from gaining work experience before 

embarking on the journey and venturing 

into starting a new business. There is a 

considerable potential upside with regard 

to equipping more young people with 

entrepreneurial competencies: enabling them 

to lead potentially more fulfilled work-lives; 

providing a larger supply of desirable talent 

to businesses and organisations, and the 

potential for new job creation, when those 

equipped with entrepreneurial competencies 

feel inclined to venture into setting up their 

new organisation or company.

The most significant upside to enhancing 

entrepreneurial skills, is the avoidance of a 

lost generation and of limiting suffering from 

mental health problems.

Text by Anna Rebmann and Ute Stephan for www.theconversation.com
Images © Pexels.com

Entrepreneurial competencies encapsulate 
an opportunistic mindset, enabled through 
creative problem solving techniques
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An Upgrade
 for the Ages

What’s new on the Toyota Fortuner?
Needing no introduction to South African SUV fans, the Toyota Fortuner recently 
received a boots-and-all upgrade to the entire range. Now there’s even a premium 
model! Bernie Hellberg Jnr takes us into the details and shows us what’s 
new about the latest Toyota Fortuner upgrade.

50 flycemair.co.zaSkyNews
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I
f there ever were a car that perfectly 

embodies the spirit of local is lekker, 

the Fortuner would be it. Toyota 

certainly struck gold with the Fortuner 

when it was first introduced in 2006, and 

with every new generation, the brand 

further asserts its dominance in the mid-

size seven-seater SUV market segment.

It has not only been smooth sailing 

for the Fortuner since its introduction, 

however, as the first-generation Fortuner 

was plagued by suspension issues 

inherited from its then Hilux-derived 

ladder frame chassis. 

A series of suspension upgrades and 

other significant refinements over the 

years have transformed the Fortuner into 

a highly desirable family car. For the 2020 

mid-cycle refresh, Toyota has sharpened 

the styling, enhanced specification levels, 

and improved performance. There is even 

a brand new VX premium offering at the 

top of the model line-up.

SO, WHAT’S NEW?
At the (literal) top of my Fortuner happy 

list for a model refresh, is the addition 

of a VX grade. You might recognise the 

VX badge from other Toyota SUV ranges, 

including the RAV4, Prado, and Land 
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Cruiser 200. Simply put, the VX nameplate 

signifies the highest specification level 

available, adding a laundry list of exclusive 

items to the already not insignificant 

standard specifications. 

Being a mid-cycle upgrade, the ‘new’ 

Fortuner retains its characteristic profile 

but gets a larger, blacked-out grille – gloss 

finish on VX grade. Toyota has moved all of 

the brightwork to new prominent chrome 

accent strips between the grille and sleek 

new Bi-LED headlights. There is also a 

silver-accented decorative skid-plate that 

gives the Fortuner a pretty aggressive face, 

and LED fog lamps and strip-like LED turn-

signals. Chrome trim along the beltline is 

added to the VX grade, while at the rear, 

new taillight clusters on all models add 

energy to the exterior enhancements with 

a striking light signature. 

Also worth noting is the new 18” alloy 

wheels fitted to the 2.8 GD-6 derivatives, 

shod with 265/60/R18 semi-off-road tyres.

CONSOLIDATION OF MODELS
When the Fortuner Epic was introduced 

earlier in 2020, Toyota consolidated the 

Fortuner line-up by removing the 2.7 VVTi 

and 4.0 V6 petrol, and 2.8 GD-6 turbodiesel 

manual models from the line-up, siting a 
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significant shift away from petrol-power and 

manual gearboxes.

With only the 2.4 GD-6 and 2.8 GD-6 

engine options remaining, the 2.8 GD-6 

engine has been boosted to 150 kW (from 

130 kW) and 500 Nm (from 450 Nm). 

Nominal improvements in stated fuel 

consumption averages have also been 

achieved, says Toyota, by introducing 

a larger turbo and new common-rail 

injection system. 

To keep up with engine changes, 

and to improve towing ability, the six-

speed automatic transmission fitted as 

standard across the top six of the seven 

derivatives in the Fortuner range, has been 

recalibrated for improved acceleration 

and cooling performance. The entry-level 

2.4 GD-6 4x2 model retains its six-speed 

manual transmission.

DIVE INTO THE DETAILS 
Besides significant exterior upgrades, 

the comfort and safety needs of Fortuner 

occupants has also received some much-

needed improvements. 

An excellent start is Toyota’s move 

away from the Fortuner’s drab brown 

and black interior colour combo to an 

all-black scheme with carefully applied 

brightwork accents. This simple 

change gives the car a much more 

premium interior atmosphere overall, 

with the new instrument cluster and 

multi-function display adding to its 

modern feel.

If always being connected is crucial for 

you, all new Fortuners come standard with 

the Toyota Connect telematics system, 

which includes an in-car Wi-Fi hotspot and 

15 GB of complementary data.
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All 2.4 GD-6 models now have park-

distance control and full LED headlights, 

cruise control, an 8” touchscreen 

infotainment system with Apple CarPlay and 

Android Auto. Across all derivatives, there 

are electric windows, a reverse camera, 

steering switches, an air-conditioned upper 

cubby, multiple 12-volt power outlets, and a 

fully-adjustable telescopic steering column.  

In 2.8 GD-6 models, an electro-

chromatic rear-view mirror, electrically-

adjustable front seats, climate control and 

rear fog lamps. A leather steering wheel, 

leather dashboard accents and matte wood-

trim complete the package. If you want 

front seat heating and welcome lighting, 

consider the VX grade Fortuner.    

SECURITY CENTRAL
Still, at the top end of the line-up, the 

Toyota Safety Sense (TSS) safety system 

makes its debut in the VX grade, integrating 

a pre-collision system, lane departure 

warning, adaptive cruise control, and road 

sign recognition. All Fortuner models retain 

their seven airbags, ISOFIX anchor points, 

seatbelt pre-tensioners and a full suite of 

active safety aids. 

For ownership peace of mind, all Fortuners 

are sold with a three-year/100,000 km 

warranty and a nine-services/90,000 km 

service plan. Extended service plans and 

warranty packages are available.  

There are plenty of compelling reasons 

why the evergreen Fortuner is a first-rate 

option in its segment, even more so with 

the significant upgrades across most of the 

range. Naturally, there are also bound to be 

some negatives. Because of the Fortuner’s 

massive popularity, and since it shares some 

parts with other popular Toyota models, 

the Fortuner is a regular feature on some 

criminals’ “most wanted” lists. That said, 

living with the risk of vehicle-related crime 

is a South African reality. Frankly, I’d rather 

brave said unwanted elements in a vehicle 

as reliable and powerful as the Fortuner, 

than many others in its class.

Text by Bernie Hellberg Jnr.
Images © Toyota South Africa
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Siena, Italy. August 1st 2020

SINCE 1885 BIANCHI HELPS CHAMPIONS 
TO MAKE RACING HISTORY.

THANK YOU WOUT.

https://www.jjcycling.co.za
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De Havilland Dash-8 Q400/Q300

CemAir fleet

Mitsubishi CRJ-100/200

Mitsubishi CRJ-900

De Havilland Dash-8 100

Beechcraft 1900D

Manufacturer: Mitsubishi

Model: CRJ-900

No. of aircraft: 1

Maximum cruising speed: 

Mach 0.82 / 871 km/h

Engines: General Electric CF34-8C5

Range: 1,350nm / 2,956km

Maximum altitude: 41,000’

Seating capacity: 90 Passengers 

Crew: 4 Crew

Wing span: 81’ 7” / 24.9 meters

Overall length: 119’ 4” / 36.4 meters

Overall height: 24’ 7” / 7.5 meters

Minimum runway length: 1,778 meters

Manufacturer: Mitsubishi

Model: CRJ-100/200

No. of aircraft: 12

Maximum cruising speed: 

Mach 0.81 / 860 km/h

Engines: General Electric CF34-3A1

Range: 1,946nm / 3,620km

Maximum altitude: 41,000’

Seating capacity: 50 Passengers 

Crew: 3 Crew

Wing span: 69’ 7” / 21.2 meters

Overall length: 87’ 10” / 26.8 meters

Overall height: 24’ 5” / 6.2 meters

Minimum runway length: 1,918 meters

Manufacturer: De Havilland

Model: Dash-8 Q400

No. of aircraft: 1

Maximum cruising speed: 

360 knots / 667 km/h

Engines: PW150A

Range: 1,360nm / 2,520km

Maximum altitude: 25,000’

Seating capacity: 78 Passengers 

Crew: 4 Crew

Wing span: 93’ 3” / 28.4 meters

Overall length: 107’ 9” / 32.8 meters

Overall height: 27’ 5” / 8.4 meters

Minimum runway length: 1,425 meters

Manufacturer: De Havilland

Model: Dash-8 Q300

No. of aircraft: 2

Maximum cruising speed: 

295 knots / 545 km/h

Engines: PW123A

Range: 1,107nm / 2,050km

Maximum altitude: 25,000’

Seating capacity: 50 Passengers 

Crew: 3 Crew

Wing span: 90’ / 27.4 meters

Overall length: 84’ 3” / 25.7 meters

Overall height: 24’ 7” / 7.5 meters

Minimum runway length: 1,150 meters

Manufacturer: De Havilland

Model: Dash-8 100

No. of aircraft: 1

Maximum cruising speed: 

269 knots / 497 km/h

Engines: PW120A

Range: 1,000nm / 1,800km

Maximum altitude: 25,000’

Seating capacity: 37 Passengers 

Crew: 3 Crew

Wing span: 84’ 11” / 25.9 meters

Overall length: 73’ / 22.3 meters

Overall height: 24’ 7” / 7.5 meters

Minimum runway length: 800 meters

Manufacturer: Beechcraft

Model: 1900D

No. of aircraft: 9

Maximum cruising speed: 

284 knots / 525 km/h

Engines: PT6A-67D

Range: 1,400nm / 2,500km

Maximum altitude: 25,000’

Seating capacity: 19 Passengers 

Crew: 2 Crew

Wing span: 57’ 11” / 17.6 meters

Overall length: 57’ 10” / 17.6 meters

Overall height: 14’ 10” / 4.6 meters

Minimum runway length: 1,000 meters

Airline Information
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