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CLASSIC & CONTEMPORARY  
FRENCH FUSION

The newest addition to the Franschhoek scene is a 
restaurant truly designed for Franschhoek. Both in concept 
and in name, the aptly named Le coin Français, the French 
derivative of Franschhoek, embodies the essence of the 
valley in heritage, cuisine, art, and wine. Featuring cutting 
edge methods that meet time-tested French elegance in 
cuisine, Le coin Français offers two structures of fine dining 
tasting menus for dinner – both with excellent pairing 
options – as well as an a la carte menu for lunch which 
enables people that are less adventurous (in mind and in 
pocket) to experience the same caliber and sophistication 
of cuisine in a more casual and approachable setting.  
Bookings are essential at least 2 weeks in advance, and can be 
made online at www.lecoinfrancais.co.za 

C: 074 126 0022     |    E: reservations@lecoinfrancais.co.za    |    A: 17 Huguenot Rd, Franschhoek, 7690

https://lecoinfrancais.co.za/
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From the top

W
hat a great pleasure it is to have 
you on board today. Thank you 
for joining us. 

South Africa now has that familiar 
summer feel with warmer days and 
longer evenings. The first rains have 
brought a touch of green to canvas of 
the landscape, and rivers are beginning 
to flow. The Cape enjoyed a good 
winter season of rainfall with dams 
filling for the first time in years ending 
the grip of drought.

As the year draws to a close many 
are making holiday plans after the 
tumultuous 2020. With international 
travel requirements and restrictions 
changing continually, many are looking 
to spend the year-end break in South 
Africa. With so many options and so 
much beauty, this is no hardship. This will 
also bring a much-needed boost to the 
local sector, which was battered by Covid 
19 decisions leaving many communities 
in economic difficulties. 

The global airline sector has endured 
its worst-ever year, and we have seen 
the industry landscape change forever 
in South Africa. At CemAir, we continue 
to expand our network cautiously, and 
we have now returned to most cities 

and towns we served before the 
lockdowns began.

In 2021, we have high hopes 
that our network will continue to 
expand. CemAir will be adding 
a host of regional destinations 
across the African continent. 
Many of these centres we served 
during our repatriation flights and developed 
markets that were new to the airline.

We appreciate that Covid 19 decisions 
have imposed onerous restrictions on 
airlines and passengers alike. We also 
realise that many people are frustrated 
with the requirements, and the desire 
to comply is fading. We ask for your 
cooperation and understanding; it 
is required of us to impose specific 
standards uniformly across all passenger 
flights. We appreciate your cooperation. 

We hope you enjoy this November 
edition of CemAir SkyNews, the 
penultimate for the year. We are proud 
of our magazine and all we do at 
CemAir and welcome your feedback on 
your experience. 

CEO Cemair

Miles van der Molen

10 flycemair.co.zaSkyNews

Now flying to Plettenberg Bay, George, Margate, 
Hoedspruit, Bloemfontein, Kimberley, Cape Town, Durban



Now flying to Plettenberg Bay, George, Margate, 
Hoedspruit, Bloemfontein, Kimberley, Cape Town, Durban



12 flycemair.co.zaSkyNews

I 
went into 2020 full of hope. Hope 
that I would finally learn Russian, 
create a flawless “messy bun” and 

master the art of baking a perfect 
chocolate chip cookie. Oh, and that I’d 
manage to find the time to read  
50 books this year. And not just any 
50 books, 50 books from genres that 
I don’t usually gravitate towards. I love 
historical fiction, and I knew when I 
made my slightly intimidating New 
Years Resolution that I would have to 
get used to reading more intellectually 
challenging books. 

Based purely on the number of 
weeks in a year, 50 books is a reasonably 
tall order for someone in my industry. 
Deadlines go late with almost scheduled 
regularity, and working on weekends is 
nothing out of the ordinary. Little did I 
know that the COVID-19 storm would 
disrupt the world virtually overnight and 
I would suddenly find myself with more 
than enough free time to meet my goal of 
reading 50 books this year. 

With this in mind, I thought I’d make a list 
of books that I have read in my life that have 
changed who I am and how I see the world. 

The Hobbit - JRR Tolkien 
The Hobbit taught me about adventure 

and the importance of pushing yourself to 
move out of your comfort zone. If you’ve 
always wanted to tackle The Lord of the 
Rings but felt a little daunted by the whole 
endeavour, The Hobbit is a great place 
to start. While Tolkien isn’t the easiest of 
writers, his novels are well worth a read. 

The Secret History - Donna Tartt
This muder mystery without the 

‘whodunnit’ aspect is a must read for any 
fiction lover. From the very first page, 
Tartt hooks you with the book’s narrator 
softly explaining that he was complicit in 
the murder of the novel’s victim, Bunny. 
Driven by curiosity, I had to read the next 
page, then the next and then next. The 
Secret History is a page turner without 

falling into the common trap of being 
poorly thought out.

Jane Eyre - Charlotte Bronte
I did an English Literature degree so 

I am no stranger to canonised literary 
texts but something about Jane Eyre 
has always stuck with me. Aside from 
owning six copies, my dedication to 
Charlotte Brontë’s most famed novel 
goes beyond a simple love of reading 
it every Christmas. Jane taught me that 
the path you take will not always be easy, 
and it’s clearly very possible to survive on 
porridge and indifference. 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland - 
Lewis Carroll

No, watching the film doesn’t count. 
There’s something magical about the way 
Lewis Carroll uses the English language so 
expertly to craft his Wonderland. Creativity 
is a big part of my job, but never in my 
wildest dreams could I have ever imagined 
Wonderland in the way Carroll crafted it. 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland taught 
me that sometimes there is strength in 
looking at things differently, and that there’s 
beauty to be found even in your own mind. 

Now, I know 
there’s only four 
books on this list, 
but best believe that 
at the end of 2021, 
when my reading goal 
increases to 60 books 
per year, I’ll have 
plenty more to add...
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Lifestyle

Local. Stylish. Responsible. 
Every year the postgraduate management students who specialize 
in entrepreneurship at UCT are required to start a profitable 
business. Six determined students (Sisipho Graham, Alexia 
Abramson, Godfrey Ramaboea, Matthew Wicht, Sean Young and 
Anver Victor) who met through the well-known Genesis course 
at the University of Cape Town founded Collars4Africa and have 
begun trading. They launched officially in June of 2020 and 
currently sell a range of bespoke, handmade genuine leather 
collars. Collars4Africa collars are available in three South African 
inspired designs: Proteas, Ndebele and Table Mountain and retail 
for R400 on their website (www.collars4africa.co.za). Find them on 
Instagram and Facebook @collars4africa.

A New Chapter for CBD
In a world where CBD is the word on everyone’s lips, DOPE has 
carved out a niche in the market. DOPE, a proudly South African 
company, creates zero-calorie, CBD infused sparkling drinks which 
have been a massive hit with the public since their launch. DOPE is 
available in three flavours: Grapefruit, Pineapple and Watermelon. 
Consisting of 100% pure water, infused with a dash of natural flavour 
and 6mg of hemp extract, DOPE is the perfect way to unwind and 
relax after a long day. As we approach the hotter summer months, 
DOPE will quench your thirst, relax your mind and leave you 
refreshed. Containing no calories, alcohol or sugar, DOPE is the ideal 
guilt-free drink for warmer weather. Available online via Yuppiechef 
and Takealot. For more information, visit www.dopedrinks.co. 

Plant-Based Skincare  
for Happy Skin
Lulu & Marula is a natural face and body-care range made in 
Cape Town. Started in the kitchen of Jesslynn Shepherd, a beauty 
enthusiast, who was seeking natural products for her acne-
prone skin and voila - Lulu & Marula was born. The range has 
expanded to include skin and body care products but with the 
same overarching objective: less product for more impact. Lulu 
& Marula wants you to use fewer products for spectacular results. 
Their Balancing Cleansing Balm, Refreshing Tonic Mist and Hydra 
Serum are firm favourites with the mask and polish making waves 
for its own reasons. The body-care range is perfect for everyday 
use with their Energising Body Balm acting as the perfect product 
for pregnant moms for those itchy bellies and stretch-marks. For 
more information, visit www.luluandmarula.co.za. 

http://www.collars4africa.co.za
http://www.dopedrinks.co
http://www.luluandmarula.co.za
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Japanese Whisky Arrives in SA
Hailing from Japan, The House of Suntory presents a new generation 
whisky called Toki, which launched in South Africa in September 
2020. Toki is a timeless blend of carefully selected whiskies from 
the House of Suntory’s globally acclaimed Hakushu, Yamazaki, and 
Chita Distilleries. Toki, meaning ‘time’ in Japanese, respects tradition 
while inspiring whisky convention to redefine the hierarchy between 
malt and grain. Modern, simple and boldly Japanese, the design 
of the bottle brings to life the concept that Toki Whisky ensures a 
ground-breaking yet timeless product. Suntory Whiskies are subtle, 
refined and complex. The new Suntory Whisky Toki joins the noble 
blend within the House, Hibiki - Japan’s most highly awarded super-
premium blended whisky. Toki is available in a stylish 750ml bottle 
at a recommended retail price of R449 in major retailers nationwide 
including Takealot, selected SPAR and Norman GoodFellows.

Perfection in Simplicity
In 2009, Rolls-Royce announced a new addition to its portfolio 
that offered something entirely different from its flagship Phantom. 
This product resonated with a new group of men and women 
who responded to the marque’s relentless pursuit of perfection in 
design, engineering and craftsmanship, but sought a more modest 
and minimalist expression of Rolls-Royce. The execution of the first 
Goodwood Ghost, and its laser focus on meeting the demands of its 
clients, was an unmitigated success. Throughout its ten-year lifecycle, 
this transformative motor car became the most successful product in 
the company’s 116-year history. Ghost’s formidable success was vital 
in enabling the brand to scale up production, invest in its capabilities 
and establish Rolls-Royce as the genuinely global brand it is today. For 
more information, visit www.rolls-roycemotorcars.com.

Made to Last
Layer some beautiful texture into a bathroom and instantly turn 
it into your favourite inner sanctum. These waffle weave towels 
will be real statement pieces in any room. Draped over a chair or 
welcoming a special someone in a guest room, they are a stylist’s 
delight. Lightweight, generously sized and ever-so-soft, these 
Turkish cotton waffle-weave are just the thing to wrap around 
yourself after a luxurious bath. The honeycomb weave is both 
breathable and super absorbent, made with OEKO TEX certified 
yarn. It rolls up small, making it great to take with you on any 
outdoor adventure. Available in the following colours: Wet Pebble, 
Slate, Oatmeal, Citron, Marigold, Petrol Blue, Coral Clay. To shop 
online, visit www.thecottoncompany.co.za.

http://www.rolls-roycemotorcars.com
http://www.thecottoncompany.co.za
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Travel

Welcome to The Grand Daddy, 
Welcome to Cape Town!

With a Passion for  
Conservation 

Introducing  
Always Welcome

The Grand Daddy Boutique Hotel’s incredible range 
of accommodation experiences are utterly unique and 
promise something for everyone. To start crossing off 
your Cape Town Bucket List, our iconic city centre 
hotel is the ideal home-base for your adventures. As 
much more than just a hotel, The Grand Daddy is a 
local landmark with a distinct focus on the promotion 
of local experiences and exceptional service which has 
been operating for over 120 years! Choose between 
seven authentic Airstream Trailers on our rooftop and 
a variety of boutique hotel room accommodation 
options. We’ll ensure that your stay with us is one 
to remember. For more information, visit  
www.granddaddy.co.za. For reservations, 
email reservations@granddaddy.co.za, 
call +27 (0)21 207 8888 or send a 
WhatsApp to +27 (0)61 418 3472

Mount Camdeboo Private Game Reserve 
is home to various endangered species 
that the team on the reserve have worked 
tirelessly to rehabilitate and reintroduce. 
Located in the Great Karoo, Mount 
Camdeboo Private Game Reserve offers 
an alternative to the typical safari experience 
that we’re all familiar with. Head out on a night 
drive and spot Aardwolf, Genet, Bat-Eared Fox, 
Caracal, Aardvark, Cape Eagle Owl and even 
larger mammals like Cape Buffalo. Newmark Hotels 
offers a range of accommodation options in Mount 
Camdeboo Private Game Reserve, including Camdeboo 
Manor, Hillside Manor, Courtyard Manor, the Peppertree 
Cottage and wonderfully private safari tents. For more 
information, visit www.newmarkhotels.com.

The Always Welcome cooperative was 
founded by leading South African designers 
and manufacturers, in collaboration with 
Garreth van Niekerk and Alan Hayward from 
creative consultancy Coraltree Projects. 
Comprising a retail gallery and events 

activation programme, Always Welcome 
travels to retail environments enlivening and 

activating unused shopfronts and spaces with 
contemporary South African design for limited 

periods. Always Welcome is now taking a bold new 
step into a showroom space at Hyde Park Corner (located 
in the upper mall of the shopping centre, opposite 

Tasha’s) where various furniture makers, weavers, 
ceramicists, and photographers will display 

their work as a collective in spaces designed 
to emulate living rooms, dining rooms, 

bedrooms and the like. For more 
information, follow Always Welcome 
on Facebook @Alwayswelcome.

UNLIMITED
KILOMETRE

5 YEAR 
WARRANTY

Because
#ShortLeftGoals

THE POWER TO SURPRISING

Get ready to crush your #Goals.
Snap up a new KIA Picanto and get 2 free tanks of fuel every  
month for the first 6 months. You also drive away with a totally unlimited 
kilometre 5-year warranty, a service plan and free roadside assistance. 

Get in and get going.
Find out more at www.kia.co.za 

GET IN A KIA 
PICANTO

GET 2 FREE 
TANKS OF 

FUEL EVERY 
MONTH FOR

6 MONTHS

* The image used is for illustrative purposes only.
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From Buffalo City to Mother City

Defender
Territory
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It was August 1950 – seventy years ago– when the first Land Rover Series I 
was assembled in Frontier Country. Ferdi de Vos traced the production 
path of local Land Rovers, including the original Defender, with a highly 
accessorised new Defender 110 P400 S and met up with an impeccably 
preserved Series I on the way. This is what adventure looks like...

Travel
South Africa
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T
he immaculate little 1953 Series I 

80-inch Land Rover, perfect 

in its traditional dark green, 

lined up to face the new Eiger 

Grey Defender 110 over the edge of the 

waterhole, depicted seventy years of 

automotive “progress” in one shot.

I use the term “progress” with hesitation, 

as the old short-wheel-base Landy in its 

most basic form looked more comfortable 

in the surroundings than its much bigger 

modern counterpart. The little Eighty looked 

like it belonged there, as if it was part of 

the African landscape, while the shiny new 

Defender looked decidedly out of place.

Seeing an old Series I like this 

immediately conjures up images of intrepid 

safaris and audacious journeys through 

the wild, dark African bush. This has been 

romanticised over decades passed and 

cemented the iconic status of the boxy little 

’un in off-road folklore …

We were at Schotia Safari Private Game 

Reserve, close to Paterson in the Eastern 

Cape, where we met Peter and Justin Bean 

and their trusty, immaculately maintained 

Series I, and at first glance it was remarkable 

to see the difference in gait between the 

original and the new Defender.

Small it may be, with a trifling two-

litre engine delivering a measly 39 kW 

at 4 000 rpm and 137 Nm of torque at 

1 500 rpm. Yet, after the little mill popping 

and banging whirred into life, the little 

bushwacker with its huge steering wheel 

(something we disliked in the new Defender) 

bounced and bounded to wherever we 

needed it for our photoshoot.

ONE FOR THE HISTORY BOOKS
Watching the archetype model traversing 

the bush took one back to simpler times, 

when the original derivative saw the light, 

and the reason for our visit to Schotia, as in 

order to celebrate the assembly of the first 

Land Rover locally (most probably a similar 

mid-Series I model), we were on a journey 

from Buffalo City towards Cape Town in the 

recently introduced new Defender.

The first Series I landed in South Africa 

in 1949, only a year after it was officially 

introduced in Europe. It took only another 

year before the first locally assembled 

Series I rolled off the production line of the 

Car Distributor Assembly (CDA) plant in the 

Eastern Cape. 

According to most sources this vehicle 

was constructed in Port Elizabeth but this 

does not make sense, as the CDA plant was 

opened in East London in 1948 to assemble 

Nash, Prince, and Miller cars, and had no 

facilities in Port Elizabeth. Thus, it follows 

that the first local Land Rover was in actual 

fact built in Frontier Country, in East London, 

and not Port Elizabeth … 

CDA produced Series Land Rovers 

from 1950 to around 1956. Meanwhile, 

CemAir is proud  to fly around SA,  book online at  flycemair.co.za

Rover South Africa was registered on 

28 September 1955, and a manufacturing 

plant subsequently opened in Port Elizabeth. 

In 1956 the plant assembled a peak of 34 

vehicles per week and by 1963 the facility, 

in line with local content requirements, was 

making chassis and petrol tanks from South 

African steel.

However, with the acquisition of Rover/

Land Rover by Leyland and the subsequent 

merger with BMH (British Motor Holdings) 

in 1968 to form British Leyland, production 

moved to Cape Town. Here, assembly 

continued until 1987. By 1972, the local 

content of Land Rover had reached 44% 

in vehicle weight and in 1982 the Leyland 

(Leykor) plant was recognised as the largest 

Land Rover assembly plant outside the 

United Kingdom.

REASONABLE HYBRID POWER
For our journey we were furnished with 

an attractive 110 P400 petrol model in 

striking Eiger Grey (adding R4 000 to the 

purchase price) with Urban Pack (R20 443), 

Gloss Black six-spoke 19-inch wheels 

(R4 200), black contrast roof (R8 000), 

sliding panoramic roof (R30 200), black 

exterior pack (R4 900), front fog lights 

(R2 000), and deployable tow bar (R13 200). 

Inside the already plush cabin, extras 

such as 12-way semi-powered front seats, 

third row seats, three-zone climate control 

with rear cooling, configurable Terrain 

Response 2, and an array of driver aid 

systems, as well as an Electronic Active 

Differential added another R40 600 to the 

total price.

The accessories, totalling R74 400 

over the cost price, also included some 

cool items, such as air quality sensors and 

cabin air ionisation, Keyless Entry, and the 

ClearSight interior rear-view mirror – an 

indispensable piece of kit to have a clear 

view past the rear-mounted spare wheel. 

The Urban Pack brightwork added 

bright metal pedals in the interior, scuff 

plates, a spare wheel cover, and a front 

under-shield, and all this, plus the outsize 

Goodyear Wrangler all-terrain tyres gave 

the Defender a stylish look but with a 

belligerent, militant stance.

The no-nonsense attitude of the flagship 

110 model was further strengthened by the 

soft growl of its new three-litre straight six-

cylinder engine (the first Land Rover with this 

powerplant in the country) featuring mild 

hybrid electric technology and delivering a 

wholesome 294 kW of power and 550 Nm 

of torque.

Leaving from the East London JLR agents, 

Eastern Cape Motors (the company that 
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evolved from the erstwhile Manning Motors, 

one of the first Land Rover dealerships in 

South Africa in 1951), we chose the twisty 

coastal route towards Port Elizabeth. 

On the meandering tarmac it was soon 

clear the P400 possesses ample power 

(Land Rover claims a 0-100 km/h sprint time 

of 6.1 seconds and a limited top speed of 

191 km/h) but assistance from the hybrid 

system was never really evident. 

With its self-levelling air suspension and 

bespoke underpinnings, the Defender was 

quite nimble in the corners – despite its 

weight – and a consummate companion on 

the highway. After our visit to Schotia we 

skirted Port Elizabeth on the N2 (as in our 

research we could find no exact location for 

the erstwhile Rover plant in the Windy City) 

and made our way towards St. Francis Bay.

A PROVEN PEDIGREE
Our next destination was Brakkeduine 

4×4 Trail, close to Oyster Bay – to give the 

new Defender a proper four-wheel-drive 

workout. Here we were met by Johan 

Lindstrom, a man with many years of 4×4 

experience, and he took us out on the 

challenging sand dune route.

With its combination of advanced 

Terrain Response system, powerful engine, 

fast-reacting transmission, and favourable 

overhang angles, the Defender – while 

quite big and heavy – made short work 

of the tricky dunes and deep sand. The 

grip of the specially developed Goodyear 

tyres was surprising, and even Johan was 

impressed with the capabilities of the 

Solihull newcomer.

From there we quickly made our way on 

the Garden Route through Knysna, George, 

and Mossel Bay, securely ensconced in the 

roomy, quiet, and dust-free 5 + 2 cabin. We 

wanted to round off our tour to Cape Town 

by crossing the Breede River on the Malgas 

pontoon (a favourite jaunt for Landy drivers 

over the years) but we had to bypass it as the 

new pontoon is not in operation yet, and it is 

unclear when it will be …

On the myriad of dusty dirt roads in the 

Overberg District the new Defender again 

impressed with its ride quality and cabin 

quietness and we finalised our trip with a 

quick deviation through Elsies River, Epping, 

and Blackheath – the locations of the 

Leyland plants back in the day.

Interestingly, most of the records 

of Landies built here have been lost or 

destroyed (causing huge problems for buyers 

of used locally built Series II and Series III 

models) in part due to many (with local ADE 

engines) being supplied to the military during 

the notorious Apartheid years. 

HEADING NORTH
With the demise of Leyland and BMW 

taking ownership of the Rover Group, 

production of Land Rovers (now called 

Defender) moved to a new plant in Rosslyn, 

Pretoria, inaugurated in January 1995. This 

continued until 2000 when BMW sold the 

marque to Ford. 

Assembly then moved to Silverton 

and final Defender production included a 

5.3 m-long 11-seat variant with three sets 

of side doors before it was discontinued 

in 2002. (Quite a few unique Land Rover 

derivatives were built in South Africa, and 

they are now highly collectable, but this 

is a story for another day). From late 2002 

all models were imported until worldwide 

production ceased in 2016.

So, can the new, completely modernised 

Defender fill the big tyre tracks of its 

predecessor? Well, yes and no. While 

utterly capable off-road it will probably not 

satisfy the needs of traditional overlanders 

and adventurers but it will appeal to 

those (mainly Discovery owners) wanting 

something styled more “old-fashioned”.

Besides this, its high price (starting 

from R1 050 100 for the 110 derivatives, 

and our test model with extras selling for 

R1 425 221) can be prohibitive … and it will 

also dissuade owners to really exploit its 

full bush-busting potential. It does not fit 

into the Africa adventure aura (yet) and it 

will probably take many years before the 

newcomer will achieve the same level of 

respect awarded to its basic, rudimentary, 

crude, yet characterful predecessor.

flycemair.co.za

Text by Ferdi De Vos
Images © Ryan Abbott
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Location:
Anywhere

With businesses being forced into so many adjustments in 2020, one of the most significant shifts has been in the 
workplace. Companies have had no other option but to hire staff members remotely in the last few months, and 
we can expect this trend to stick around long after COVID lockdowns have been eased. We take a look at why 
remote hiring can, and should, work to your business’s advantage.

Hiring remotely with new-age company culture

24 flycemair.co.zaSkyNews

B
usiness is changing in a multitude 

of ways, with many office 

properties being made redundant 

and newly remote workers opting 

to invest in their home office spaces more 

heavily. People are now relying on home 

internet connections to get work done, 

with meetings and even coffee break chats 

moving online. Indeed, it is a strange world 

to be living in, let alone working in, but 

spare a thought for those ob humming 

hiring this time. People are being hired from 

their living rooms, interviewing in outfits 

that certainly include pyjama bottoms and 

starting work for businesses who they only 

know by means of a URL link.

The most significant benefit is that since 

people are working from anywhere, you 

can hire from anywhere too. No longer is 

your hiring potential confined to the top-

performing candidate in your geographic 

location. This opens you up to a global 

talent pool. It also means that in developing 

countries like South Africa, you have the 

potential to earn an income in dollars or 

pounds .and then pay your taxes biannually at 

a rate of 25%.

But how does a business appeal to these 

candidates, who themselves are open to 

offers from businesses across the world? 

To make sure their offer is appealing and 

understood, many companies are introducing 

‘employer branding.’ This aims to gain the 

trust of candidates through the presentation 

of your business online and also a means of 

rallying your workforce by developing a work 

culture for your brand, albeit remotely. 

Many people require some guidance in 

making the transition to working from home. 

While some thrive, others find great difficulty. 

It is up to the business to structure operations 

accordingly and to motivate people to 

perform and be productive, even when 

working from their home environment. Some 

businesses resort to micro-management, 

while others offer a lot of flexibility. As usual in 

the business world, your approach is working 

as long as the work gets done. Candidates 

will need to know what a typical ‘work from 

home’ day looks like, from how they show 

their work presence online, via the likes of 

Hubstaff, to how they reach management 

if need be, like via Slack or Skype and other 

related communication platforms. 

It’s all about efficiency and connection 

through communication. This, along with a 

strong brand and attractive values, is what 
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sets the tone for happy, thriving employees. 

However, traditional workplaces also have 

perks associated with their positions. 

Employer branding seeks to satisfy that with 

new-age solutions, presenting candidates 

with appealing offers. This includes 

opportunities that foster professional 

development, or group sessions online for a 

fitness class, for example. 

Since many remote employees are hired 

on a contractual basis, perks often come 

in the form of twists on traditional perks. 

For instance, the company may have a 

small gift or note physically delivered to a 

person, or certain days may be taken off for 

public holidays or birthdays since leave days 

generally won’t apply in a lockdown, travel-

restricted context. 

Ultimately, the goal for business should 

be the acquisition of the best talent available 

for the advertised position. By reaching 

candidates online, the employer needs to 

engage with the candidate to introduce 

them to the brand and the company culture 

effectively. Support is necessary to introduce 

them to all aspects of your business. After 

all, businesses do not want to have to repeat 

this process often, but rather to develop 

long term relationships with the best 

possible candidates. 

So, if you’re a business owner or manager 

looking to hire top talent, ask yourself this: 

Is my business presenting an attractive 

enough offer? In other words, what is the 

perception of your brand and what is your 

value proposition to prospective employees? 

Investment is required to ensure that you 

have solid foundations to suit those needs, 

which will work in your favour in the long 

term by retaining your workers. When you 

reach a stage of achieving this, it needs to 

be recorded through testimonials for the 

newbies to see. 

From saving on office costs and 

traditional perks to the building of reliable 

communication channels for your business 

operations, investment in support systems is 

one that is needed by many companies who 

are making the transition to remote working. 

Just because your workforce is dispersed, 

does not mean your company culture should 

be as well. 

Text by Shannon Correia
Images © Pexels.com
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Magic
Escape to a seaside haven 
in Dwarskersbos, WC

West Coast
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Waking up to the gentle sound of the ocean is not something that many of us get to enjoy all that often. Sure, 
Capetonians live near the sea – they can see it from their balconies as they toast it with some expensive craft gin – 
but whether they can hear the waves over the city noise is a different matter altogether. It may seem like a strange 
way to describe a sound, but it feels wholesome, and it feels like it relaxes a muscle deep in your chest that you 
never even knew you had. It’s no wonder then that experts say living by the sea is excellent for your physical and 
mental health, and staying at dk villas Skilliepark is just what the doctor ordered for a tired mind. 

Travel
Dwarskersbos
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A 
former personal holiday home for 

dk villa owners Johann and Petra 

de Kock, dk villas Skilliepark is 

the perfect escape from the city. 

Decorated in a classic ocean colour palette, 

the luxury beach cottage feels familiar – 

like the home of an aunt or some distant 

relative. Driftwood picture frames hang on 

the walls, navy-and-white striped cushions 

line the soft beige sofa, Consol jars filled 

with sand from the beach only 200 m away 

decorate the table, and the high ceilings give 

the space a remarkable coolness in the hot 

summer months. 

Complete with everything you could 

possibly need in a self-catered holiday 

stay, Skilliepark offers guests that home-

away-from-home feeling in the beautiful 

West Coast town of Dwarskersbos. Just 

10 minutes up the coast from Velddrift, 

Dwarskersbos is a hamlet of quaint white 

houses, with the azure Atlantic Ocean 

sparkling in the background. 

Dwarskersbos is an escape – you 

won’t find any shopping centres, cinema 

complexes, or nightclubs here. Instead, the 

social experience is stripped back to the 

basics. It’s just you, your loved ones, a bottle 

of vino, a great view, and a braai fire. What 

more could you want for a weekend break?

The cottage itself boasts two double 

bedrooms – the master bedroom with an en-

suite bathroom – a guest bathroom, a large 

balcony, plus an open-plan living room and 

kitchen. The master bedroom has the added 

bonus of a spacious bathtub for a nice soak 

after a day of relaxing on the beach. 

Wake up to the bright sunshine streaming 

through your windows and start the day 

with a cup of coffee and a lazy breakfast on 

the balcony. Thanks to the fully equipped 

kitchen, meal-time is only a pleasure. Delight 

the family with pancakes, bacon, and eggs 

or, for those who prefer a low-maintenance 

weekend, opt for a bowl of cereal and get 

ready for a busy day of beach-ing. 

Pack your sun cream, umbrella, towel, 

bucket, and spade, and take a leisurely 

stroll down to the beach. Dolfynstrand, 

Dwarskersbos’ beach, is a pristine stretch 
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of golden sand – you’ll see the occasional 

resident taking the dog for a walk but, for 

the most part, a day on Dolfynstrand is a 

day to yourself. Keep a keen eye on the 

waterline as the area is great for whale-

watching in season and is one of the few 

places that the exceedingly rare Heaviside’s 

dolphin can be seen. 

In the evening, guests can head back 

to the dk villa beach cottage, start a fire in 

the built-in outdoor braai, add ice to that 

sundowner of choice, and enjoy some of the 

most spectacular sunset views anywhere on 

the West Coast. Seeing the sun dip below 

the horizon after a day spent frolicking 

in its rays is a peaceful experience – one 

that goes exceptionally well with great 

conversation, a glass of wine, and the 

promise of a delicious braai dinner. 

The owners of dk villas have a thorough 

knowledge of their customers, as is evident 

by the small personal touches throughout 

the accommodations. A make-up-remover 

towel is left in each of the two bathrooms 

to save the ultrasoft, white towels from 

unsightly smudges. The luxuriously soft 

robes they leave hanging on ornate white 

hooks are perfect for donning while you 

enjoy your morning coffee. A full DSTV 

package is also available for use.

After a weekend well spent, we packed 

the car and bid a sad farewell to our 

beachside haven. Thoroughly rejuvenated 

and ready to tackle another long week at 

work, we sped back to Cape Town with 

nothing but fond memories of dk villas 

Skilliepark.

For more info, visit www.dkvillas.co.za.

Text by Charlotte Rogers
Images © dk villas 

http://www.dkvillas.co.za


34 flycemair.co.zaSkyNews flycemair.co.za

Safely
Bask in the Sunshine,

The importance of protecting 
your skin from harmful UV rays

It’s a message that I have been drilled on since I was a kid: wear sunscreen. No two ways about it, 
always wear sunscreen. The sun doesn’t shine all that often in Cheshire, my home county in the UK, so 
it’s no surprise that my skin wasn’t made for the fierce South African sun. With summer approaching, I did 
some market research, mixed in with a little personal product testing, to find the best sunscreen or sun 
cream as I call it, on the market in SA today.

B
y now, the importance of 

sunscreen is pretty clear. 

Whether you are predisposed 

to burning quickly or not, UV 

rays wreak havoc on your skin, and often 

the damage won’t show until later in 

life when it’s too late to fix. Depressing, 

right? Well, let’s hope that this feature will 

stop you from getting there. According 

to experts at LaMelle, “Sun exposure is 

the greatest contributor of accelerated 

ageing in humans and yet is by and 

largely preventable with the regular use 

of appropriate sun protection products. 

Sun exposure is also a proven skin cancer 

trigger; the regular use of sun protection 

cream may reduce the risk of developing 

a common cancer in humans as well.”

I wanted to look at why UV rays were 

so bad for our skin, how we can stop the 

damage in its tracks and whether any 

of it can be undone over time with the 

right products.

WHAT ARE UV RAYS?
A UV ray, short for ultraviolet, is 

radiation that comes from the sun. These 

rays can pass through clouds with ease, 

so the common perception that you can 

only get burned by the sun when the sun 

is shining is incorrect. There are two main 

types of UV rays: UVA and UVB. Neither 

of these are great for your skin, but it’s 

essential to understand the individual 

dangers that they pose. 

UVA VS UVB
UVA rays penetrate to the lower 

layers of your skin and are thus more 

closely associated with premature 

ageing, wrinkles and fine lines. Over 

time, overexposure to UVA rays leads to 

wrinkles, dry and rough skin, as well as 

dark marks and sunspots. Unluckily for 

those searching for the perfect golden 

tan, UVA rays are known as the “tanning 

rays”. UVA rays pose a threat in all daylight 

hours, whether you’re in direct sunlight 

or not. 

UVB rays are more commonly 

associated with sunburn. These rays 

damage the outer layers of skin and in 

extreme cases can result in permanent 

skin damage and even skin cancer. UVB 

rays damage the cell structure of the 

outer layer of your skin, and this damage 
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can last forever if not treated. While UVB 

rays do not penetrate as deep as UVA 

rays, they still pose a genuine threat to 

your skin health as you age. UVB does 

not pass through clouds as easily as UVA 

rays, so they are more dangerous in sunny 

conditions at peak times of the day. 

WHAT DOES SPF MEAN?
The easiest way to protect against 

UV rays is to get a broad-spectrum 

sunscreen which offers coverage 

from both UVA and UVB rays. These 

sunscreens are readily available at most 

pharmacies, supermarkets and corner 

shops around the world. Things can get 

a little confusing when SPF comes into 

it. SPF stands for Sun Protection Factor, 

and this gives you an indication of how 

strong the sunscreen’s protection really 

is. According to Steven Q Wang, MD, via 

SkinCancer.org, the SPF factor specified 

on the sunscreen bottle indicates how 

long you will be protected from burning. 

“An SPF 30 allows about 3% of UVB rays 

to hit your skin. An SPF of 50 allows about 

2% of those rays through. That may seem 

like a small difference until you realize 

that the SPF 30 is allowing 50% more UV 

radiation onto your skin,” he explains. It’s 

best to apply sunscreen every half an hour 

if you’re in the sun during peak times and 

make sure to take breaks in the shade 

regularly. Also, remember to reapply 

sunscreen when you go in the pool or the 

sea as the effectiveness of sunscreen is 

reduced once exposed to water. 

WHAT ABOUT MY FACE?
Excellent question, if I don’t say so 

myself! Facial sunscreens are a little more 

complicated. You need to be aware of 

your skin type and only ever apply general 

sunscreen to your face when it’s the only 

available option. 

There are a whole host of products 

on the market in South Africa right now 

that work to prevent and undo preexisting 

sun damage to your face. In the months 

leading up to writing this feature, I tried a 

selection of facial sunscreen products to 

give you my recommendations:

THE SMART SOLUTION: 
DIEGO DALLA PALMA  

PROTECTIVE FACE CREAM
The Diego dalla Palma Protective 

Face Cream harnesses the power of 

their exclusive DNA Smart Protection 

technology. Their product was designed 

to assist cellular DNA repair altered by 

UV rays, including that of stem cells, the 

most precious cellular capital for the skin 

and its source of youth. It counteracts the 

ageing of skin stem cells, promotes skin 

regeneration and counteracts redness. 

Available at select spas and salons for R575. 

Contact +27 21 701 2900 for  

more information. 

THE ULTIMATE: 
GATINEAU PERFECTION ULTIME

The Gatineau Perfection Ultime Daily 

Urban UV Shield is the perfect all-rounder. 

Boasting an SPF of 50, this sunscreen 

has a very light fragrance, absorbs very 

quickly and doesn’t leave an oily residue. 

Available in select Woolworths, Truworths 

and Dis-Chem stores for R695 (30ml). 

THE ANTI-AGING PROTECTOR: 
NUXE SUN LIGHT FLUID HIGH PROTECTION

From the french skincare brand NUXE 

comes the perfect anti-ageing, anti-dark 

mark facial sunscreen. Made for normal 

to combination skin, NUXE’s Sun Light 

Fluid is SPF 50 and absorbs into your skin 

with ease, leaving no oily residue behind. 

Enriched with a Water Hyacinth extract, its 

water-resistant formula strengthens the 

skin barrier to protect from dehydration 

and enhance tanning. Available from 

Woolworths, Truworths & Foschini stores 

for R495 (50ml). 

THE DAMAGE FIGHTER: 
LAMELLE HELASE 50

Offering more than just protection, 

Helase 50 by Lamelle offers maximum 

skin healing and was expressly designed 

to fight the signs of premature ageing and 

skin damage. Helase 50 protects against 

all types of radiation subtypes, not just 

UVA and UVB. This new development 

from Lamelle is light, easily absorbed and 

fragrance-free. Available online at  

www.lamelle.co.za for R525 (50ml).

Text by Charlotte Rogers
Images © Supplied & Pexels.com

Top Tip:
Most smartphone weather apps display 

the UV Index alongside their daily weather 
forecast. This will help you ascertain whether 

you need a higher or lower SPF sunscreen 
for the day, as well as warning you to avoid 

sunshine in peak hours. Anything over a level 
six UV index rating should prompt you to 

proceed with caution when it comes to sun 
exposure for the day. 

http://www.lamelle.co.za
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Reborn
Steenberg

Take a trip into Cape history at the iconic 
Steenberg Hotel & Spa
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Sitting prettily in the Constantia Wine Valley is Steenberg Hotel & Spa. As South Africa’s oldest 
registered farm, Steenberg brings with it an old-school charm and a rich history. Established 
in 1682, the Cape’s first farm has come a long way since its humble beginnings. Although 
Steenberg is just a short distance from the hustle and bustle of the Cape Town city centre, it 
feels miles away from the world. Visually, Steenberg is spectacular.

Travel
Steenberg
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T
he iconic Steenberg Vineyards 

boasts the luxurious five-star 

Steenberg Hotel, whose 24 

rooms perfectly encapsulate 

understated luxury and suburban charm. 

Steenberg has recently undergone an 

extensive refurbishment, and if you thought 

it was beautiful before, you are in for a 

treat now. The hotel offers a wide variety 

of accommodation options for guests to 

choose from: classic, superior, family, and 

premier rooms, as well as one-bedroom 

suites, and two- and three-bedroom villas. 

All rooms, suites and villas are equipped 

with every conceivable amenity one would 

expect from a five-star hotel stay: en-

suite bathrooms, air-conditioning, satellite 

television, locally-made and ethically 

produced toiletries, and free WiFi. The 

premier rooms are further equipped with 

under floor heating, and a private patio which 

overlooks the vineyards or golf course. The 

hotel’s suites and villas are spacious and 

flooded with natural light, with a focus on 

creating a tranquil space in which guests 

can feel at home. Every detail in each room 

has been meticulously considered in order 

to guarantee that guests experience nothing 

less than the best. 

“The redesign allows each room to 

offer an utterly relaxing experience for our 

guests, with every moment considered,” 

says Catherine Schulze, General Manager of 

Steenberg Hotel & Spa, whose personal touch 

is evident down to the finest detail of every 

individually decorated room. Neutral colour 

palettes are layered with unique pieces such 

as classic chandeliers, swoon-worthy suede 

bathroom chairs and lush sofas.

The recently restored original Manor House, 

a Provincial Heritage Site, is further proof that at 

the heart of this hotel is its history. The hotel’s 

new look is classy and understated. 

“We are experiencing a huge demand 

for family travel, so we rethought our room 

configurations and suites, and refined our 

shared and private spaces so that families 

who visit us can stay together more 

comfortably,” says Schulze. She goes on to 

note that it was vital that they offer guests a 

bespoke experience that perfectly suits them. 

“Whether they are an extended family 

enjoying a once-in-a-lifetime adventure 

together, a young family exploring the world, 

a couple, or a group of friends on holiday 

sharing golf days, fine food and wine, and 

our beautiful peninsula, we want their stay 

with us to be unforgettable,” she adds.

What sets Steenberg apart from many 

other hotels in the Cape is that it offers 

magical views from each and every vantage 

point on the property. The surrounding 

mountain and vineyard views are truly 

spectacular. A perfect balance between 

history and modernity, aesthetically, 

Steenberg is nothing short of perfection.

Looking past the exquisite hotel 

CemAir is proud  to fly around SA,  book online at  flycemair.co.za
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accommodation are the additional facilities 

on site: the rejuvenating Steenberg Spa 

and the property’s two restaurants, Tryn 

and the much-loved Bistro Sixteen82. Tryn, 

Steenberg’s vibrant new restaurant dedicated 

to the farm’s 17th century founder, Catharina 

Ras, offers a dining experience like no other. 

The restaurant, much like Catharina herself, is 

young in spirit and adventurous.

“My team and I are very excited about 

bringing Catharina into the 21st century 

with the opening of Tryn, and creating a 

dining experience that is more connected 

to her free and feisty spirit,” says Steenberg 

Executive Chef Kerry Kilpin. 

The Tryn menu shows off an abundance 

of fresh ingredients, bold flavours, and daring 

combinations. The bistro, a favourite among 

locals and foreigners alike, is internationally 

recognised and is on the list of 20 of the 

World’s Best Winery Restaurants by Canada’s 

renowned Wine Access magazine. Local 

listings of Bistro Sixteen82 include prominent 

mentions in Eat in Cape Town, and EAT 

OUT’s Best Bistros list. With a constantly-

evolving menu which encapsulates all of the 

latest culinary trends, Bistro Sixteen82 serves 

breakfast, lunch, and late afternoon tapas, 

and also has various wine tasting options. 

Steenberg Hotel & Spa promises guests a 

truly memorable experience. Its location and 

unrivalled landscapes set Steenberg apart, 

and the new refurbishment further cements 

the hotel among the crème-de-la-crème of 

Western Cape properties. Steenberg offers 

its guests discreet and personalised service: 

the staff are warm and attentive, continually 

searching for ways in which they can make 

your stay that much more special. Everything 

on the property has been curated in order 

to show off its natural surroundings, and 

nothing falls short. Steenberg is, simply put, 

as good as it gets.

For more info, visit www.steenbergfarm.com.

Text by Maxine Volker
Images © Steenberg Hotel & Spa

http://www.steenbergfarm.com
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What sets Steenberg apart from 
many other hotels in the Cape is that 
it offers magical views from each and 
every vantage point on the property.
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Collaboration

A
s the chosen guest artist for the 

tenth annual Hennessy Very 

Special Limited Edition, Faith XLVII 

is also the first female voice to join 

the Limited Editions series; a formidable 

artistic lineage that features internationally 

acclaimed talents such as Felipe Pantone, 

Vhils, JonOne, Shepard Fairey, Os Gemeos, 

Futura and Kaws.

Pascal Asin, Managing Director, Moet 

Hennessy Africa Middle East, says, “This 

marks an exciting new chapter in the 

Maison’s tradition of fostering partnerships 

with artists who are part of a global 

movement. Through it, Hennessy reaffirms 

our commitment to supporting emerging 

talent that strives to effect positive change 

at community level. It has been a privilege 

to work with Faith and to reflect on the 

artistic synergies between our art forms. 

We believe the result is extremely striking 

and encapsulates much of what we both 

stand for”. 

Faith XLVII: Alchemist of Nature and Art

At the root of Faith XLVII’s artistic 

journey from graffiti artist and muralist to 

studio artist, is a desire to foster healing and 

awareness about the interconnected nature 

of the universe.

“It’s an energetic phenomenon,” the 

artist explains. “We’re seeing a shift in 

perspective toward protecting nature, the 

earth, animals and the environment.” 

A self-taught talent, Faith XLVII 

developed her artistic signature 

independently, building her vision as she 

grew up in South Africa. Early on, she 

became a rare break-out artist in the male-

dominated graffiti scene. After first gaining 

notice under the tag Faith47, her signature 

evolved to become Faith XLVII. 

“There weren’t a lot of women in the 

space at that time, so I felt the need to 

challenge the kind of the status quo in a 

masculine environment,” the artist recalls. 

In her work, she addressed South Africa’s 

complex social dynamic from a female 

perspective, and, notably, in a series based 

on the Freedom Charter. 

In 2017, Faith XLVII relocated from Cape 

Town to LA, where she continued to expand 

and redefine her practice. Today, she is a 

leading player in the international art scene, 

yet she sees herself as “a citizen of the 

earth”, part of a wider community of ‘woke’ 

artists. Through her site-specific works 

in urban spaces, she seeks to connect 

with local communities: her monumental 

black-and-white murals depict animals and 

mystical creatures as well as symbols of 

human commonality like maps, hands, and 

interlaced figures. 

A fearless multidisciplinary artist 

whose visual language spans found and 

reclaimed objects, collages, painting, video 

installations and printmaking, Faith XLVII 

addresses universal issues by highlighting 

the female perspective. 

“My roots run deep,” she explains. “What 

I learn when I create is the cumulative 

result of an entire life experience.” For 

her, this tenth-anniversary collaboration 

is part of a new cycle of creation that 

begins with Hennessy Very Special. It also 

opens a fresh chapter. She concludes, 

“Collaborating with Hennessy dovetails 

perfectly with things I am always thinking 

about: the cycles of nature, the phases of 

the moon, the seasons and a circle-like 

cyclical time — and just how all of these 

things make us alive.”

In 2020, acclaimed South African street artist Faith XLVII was chosen to develop a unique global art collaboration 
for the Hennessy Very Special Limited Edition. The street-turned-studio artist Faith XLVII was the first South 
African artist to be part of the series.

A Very Special

Faith XLVII, a street artist hailing from SA, makes it big with 
her global collaboration with Hennessy Very Special
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HENNESSY VERY SPECIAL 2020: 
BLENDING THE ELEMENTS

For the 2020 Hennessy Very Special 

Limited Edition, Faith XLVII has created a 

powerful work of art representing Hennessy 

through the elements, earth and the cycles 

of nature. With the sun and time as central 

elements, intricate detail pays tribute to 

nature via references to the moon, rain, 

clouds and grapevines accentuated in 

precious gold leaf. 

For Faith XLVII, the artistic journey is 

“a form of alchemy”, a description that 

naturally chimes with Hennessy’s process.

Upon her first visit to the Chateau de 

Bagnolet, the Maison’s historic seat in 

Cognac, France, one of the initial things Faith 

XLVII sensed was the luxury of time that goes 

into crafting Hennessy Blends. In her eyes, 

the complex process of selecting eaux-de-

vie — a process that relies on centuries of 

savoir-faire — offered a soothing antidote to 

the high-speed digital age. 

“Hennessy is rooted in very simple 

principles, which seem the same as they 

were when they started more than 250 

years ago,” the artist observes. “To me, 

it’s really beautiful to be connected with 

a completely natural process.” The bridge 

between Hennessy’s universe and her own 

immediately became self-evident.

“In my work, I take the time to seek out 

form and be considerate of raw materials. 

There’s a kind of organic alchemy to the 

process, which is also true of the way 

Hennessy works. In a way we are both 

taking basic substances and creating 

something new,” says Faith XLVII. “My 

process is similar to the Master Blender’s 

selection of eaux-de-vie, in that you take 

basic elements and use them over time to 

craft something extraordinary.”

A palette inspired by natural colours 

combines gold elements with peachy, 

sunset tones, while striking graphic lettering 

pays tribute to the chalk inscriptions on 

age-old barrels stored in the Founder’s 

Cellar in Cognac.

THE HENNESSY VERY SPECIAL  
LIMITED EDITION SERIES 

In a decade of artistic collaborations 

within the Hennessy Very Special series, 

Hennessy has partnered with some of the 

art world’s leading visionaries. 

“Hennessy doesn’t look at an art 

movement as a genre. It’s more like a 
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blending of cultures: the House seeks out 

interesting work within a larger movement 

and gives talents whatever they need to be 

creative and advance their art,” observes 

Faith XLVII.

In 2020, original artwork by Faith XLVII 

marks the tenth annual collaboration on a 

Hennessy Very Special Limited Edition series. 

As such, the artist is being welcomed into an 

interconnected global community. Building 

on the Maison’s commitment to forging ties 

with pioneers of urban culture, Faith XLVII 

has created a work of art that not only ushers 

in a new creative chapter in her career, but 

also an evolution in Hennessy’s horizon. 

Henceforth, the House will expand its 

celebrations of urban culture to new frontiers, 

welcoming fresh voices across creative 

categories in addition to the visual arts.

ABOUT HENNESSY VERY SPECIAL 
Hennessy Very Special has a unique 

style that makes it a reference in the art of 

blending. Hennessy Very Special by Faith 

XLVII brings together warm-hearted and 

full-bodied flavours. This know-how has 

been passed down through generations, 

to the delight of connoisseurs in search 

of an extraordinary moment. For this 

reason, among many others, it is a cognac 

appreciated by tastemakers over the world.

Demanding in its creation, yet 

immediately satisfying in its tasting, 

Hennessy Very Special marks its inimitable 

style across time. As a reflection of 

Hennessy’s know-how, Hennessy Very 

Special’s audacious personality is the result 

of carefully selecting expressive eaux-de-

vie. After maturation in French oak casks, 

the eaux-de-vie are then blended with the 

mastery and consistency unique to the 

Maison Hennessy. Share Hennessy Very 

Special to create a memorable tasting 

moment. Savour it neat, on ice or with a 

mixer and reveal its character.

Text & Images © Supplied
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More Apps
Apps, Apps and

These days, there seems to be an app for everything. With over two million apps on the market, a 
simple Google search will take you straight to a variety of apps, regardless of how bizarre. Whether you 
use Android or iOS, we have found a selection of unique and exciting apps just for you.

A guide to the most brilliant, unique, and unusual 
apps available for download now

N
ow, although most of the apps 

available on our smartphones 

these days are designed to 

increase productivity and 

allow for accessible communication with 

others, in recent years, developers have 

started getting very creative. Even the 

most micro-niche ideas are now being 

transformed into apps, and it is an exciting 

time. From mood trackers to life-saving 

apps preventing users from sending 

the dreaded inebriated text, you can be 

guaranteed that whatever you are after, 

there is an app for it. Some of these apps 

will likely make you say, “Well I didn’t 

expect that”, while others may bring out 

a response such as, “This should have 

been invented sooner!” Just a heads up – 

prepare to be surprised, because here are 

some of the most unusual apps currently 

on the market.

FAKE CONVERSATION
All of us have been in the dreaded 

situation: out in public, sitting alone, 

waiting for our friends to arrive. There are 

only so many times you can scroll through 

your photo library before it starts to feel 

very creepy. Similarly, those awkward 

situations when you really need an excuse 

to escape? This app has you covered. Fake 

Conversation should have been created 

a long time ago. As the name implies, 

the app allows you to receive utterly fake 

phone calls. Although there are a few 

apps on the market that can simulate an 

incoming phone call, Fake Conversation 

differs in that it helps you to carry on an 

actually convincing conversation. The 

way it works is pretty simple: the app 

plays a pre-recorded audio clip, you listen 

to it, repeat what is being said, and then 

wait for the next prompt. Most of the 

call scripts on the database are geared 

towards impressing strangers. Want to fool 

a stranger into thinking you are a rocket 

scientist or music producer? Download 

Fake Conversation.

Available for Android and iOS

DAYLIO
These days, the most popular method 

of mood tracking is simply putting pen 

to paper. Journaling has many benefits, 

such as stress reduction and improving 

cognitive function. That being said, we 

do not always have the time to write all 

of our feelings down, especially after a 

long day. Daylio provides an alternative. 

This award-winning mood -tracking app 

is designed to allow users to track their 

moods and daily activities easily. The app 

focuses on a minimalistic approach and 

asks users to rate their attitudes based on 

the five emojis available: Rad, Good, Meh, 

Bad, and Awful. As you can tell from this 

methodology, Daylio takes a more relaxed 

approach and does not require users to 

overthink. Select the emoji you relate to 

at the moment and you are set. Although 

there are more advanced settings, you can 

enable once you get more comfortable 

with the app, the beauty of Daylio lies 

in its simplicity. The app has some basic 

visualisation functions that allow users to 

see trends in their moods and become 

aware of patterns which may not have 

been noticed before.

Available for Android and iOS

ISHAVER PRO
If you think you’ve seen it all, 

brace yourself: You can now use your 

smartphone to shave. Well, virtually, so 

this one is technically more of a game. 

Upon opening iShaver Pro, you will see 

an electric razor. Hold down the button 

to start shaving, and the virtual hair will 

start falling. You can choose the colour 

and length of the hair, as well as take your 

pick from a variety of different style razors. 

Bizarre, I know, but fun nevertheless.

Available for iOS

S.M.T.H
Or ‘Send Me to Heaven’ is a weird 

one. While it may not be “useful” in the 

traditional sense, it certainly is a great way 

to kill time. Essentially, S.M.T.H is a game 

in which users throw their phones into the 

air (entirely at their own risk), and the app 

calculates the height of the throw. If you 

are waiting for the climax, there isn’t one. 

S.M.T.H is excellent if you are bored, killing 

time, or feel like challenging your friends to 

do something (somewhat) pointless. Again, 

use this app at your own risk. 

Available for Android
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Text by Maxine Volker
Images © Pexels.com

RUNPEE
Alright, bear with us. Now, although 

the name might hint at a different story, 

this app is extremely useful. The concept 

is somewhat bizarre but ingenious. Put 

merely, RunPee provides a solution to that 

dreaded moment when you are sitting 

in a movie dying to pee, but are hesitant 

to miss an essential part of the film. 

RunPee has a database of all films and is 

continuously updated with new releases. 

Essentially, users select the movie they 

are watching, and the app runs in the 

background as it plays. The app knows 

when a less critical scene is coming up 

and will vibrate, giving you the go-ahead 

to run to the bathroom if you need to. 

RunPee is a fantastic app, especially for 

those with poor bladder control.

Available for Android and iOS

CRY TRANSLATOR 
The jury is out on this one. This app 

analyses your baby’s cry and then offers 

helpful solutions. When your baby starts 

to cry, hold the record button for ten 

seconds, and an output is given. The app 

claims to be able to decipher your baby’s 

cries and then lets you know whether 

they relate to stress, hunger, boredom, 

discomfort, or sleep. Whether this app is 

accurate, useful, or simply a scam is still 

undecided. However, perhaps it is worth 

giving it a try because if it does work, it 

could be a real lifesaver.

Google Play and the Apple App Store 

offer over five million apps between them 

and, for this reason, you can be sure that 

regardless of what you are after, there is 

an app for it. These are only a few of the 

strange (and sometimes surprisingly useful) 

apps on the market. From the practical and 

valuable to the weirdly wonderful, we quite 

literally have the world at our fingertips 

these days. Admittedly, there are certainly a 

few downright foolish apps that will make 

you question their utility. However, taking 

a deep dive into your app store will open 

your eyes to a bunch of apps you wish 

were created sooner. Get browsing; you’ll 

be surprised.

From mood trackers to life-saving 
apps preventing users from sending 
the dreaded inebriated text, you can 
be guaranteed that whatever you 
are after, there is an app for it.

BOOK ONLINE
 www.flycemair.co.za 
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of the Wild
Listening to the Sounds

After months of being cooped up at home, it’s high time to start exploring the magic that SA boasts. We have 
beautiful views, friendly people, unique traditions and sensational offerings. Undeniably, one of SA’s greatest 
calling cards is our vast wilderness reserves, complete with iconic African wild animals. Geiger’s Camp, part of 
Motswari Private Game Reserve, is the perfect place to enjoy the best that our country has to offer. 

Embrace the sensory stimulation of the South African 
bush and feel your stress melt away
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Travel
Motswari
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S
ound – an often overlooked sense 

– plays more of a role in experiential 

memory than you may initially think. 

The tune of birds chirping outside 

your bedroom window may be annoying at 

6 am on a Saturday but, I promise you, if it 

was not there, your mornings would feel very 

strange indeed. The noise that a kettle makes 

when it stops boiling, the sound of a toaster 

popping to announce that your breakfast is 

ready – these are the types of noises that 

add an extra something to life. Without the 

sound, you would still be able to see the light 

on the kettle go off, and you would always 

be able to smell your toast, but a soundtrack 

is what elevates things to another level of 

sensory enjoyment.  

This is how I feel about the sounds of 

Motswari Private Game Reserve. Whether it is 

the distant sound of a lion’s roar, the muffled 

crack of branches being demolished by a 

hungry elephant, or the piercing cry of a Grey 

Lourie, you know that you are immersed in 

the sounds of nature that have been heard for 

hundreds of years. Staying at Geiger’s Camp, 

which boasts only five rooms, meant that we 

were already primed to enjoy the sound of 

silence. Fewer guests means fewer people 

making noise to disrupt the gloriously loaded 

silence of the bush. 

Waking up at 5 am for a game drive was, 

at first, a struggle. But, once I had stumbled 

out of my exceptionally luxurious bed and 

managed to locate some clothes in the 

antique, hard-wood wardrobe that stood 

towering in the corner of my naturally 

stonewalled room, I breathed in the 

morning air and felt invigorated. Once I had 

a cup of tea in my hands, that invigoration 

was upgraded to downright excitement. 

There is nothing quite like watching the 

sun ever so gently start to creep over the 

horizon, just as the sounds of the bushveld 

get louder and louder.
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CemAir is proud  to fly around SA,  book online at  flycemair.co.za



58 flycemair.co.zaSkyNews



SkyNewsflycemair.co.za 59

Text by Charlotte Rogers
Images © Motswari Private Game Reserve

With an atmosphere akin to a luxurious 

holiday home that you return to year after year, 

Geiger’s Camp offers guests a break from the 

monotony of the classic-style safari lodge. 

Decorated with an eclectically-chic mix of 

antiques and family-owned heirlooms, Geiger’s 

Camp is a step away from the traditional take 

on safari lodge accommodation. 

Food is an integral part of any experience, 

and an experience at Motswari Private Game 

Reserve is no exception. Whether it is a post-

game drive breakfast buffet, a sun-bathed 

lunch on the pool veranda, or a candle-lit 

dinner under the stars, the staff at Geiger’s 

Camp make sure that your every taste bud 

is tantalised. Having an enormous sweet 

tooth, I could not help but overindulge at the 

pre-evening game drive high tea. Cakes and 

pastries aplenty, I settled into a comfy chair 

facing the vista and relaxed into utter comfort 

before heading off on another expedition to 

spot the Big Five. 

An animal smorgasbord awaited us 

at Motswari Private Game Reserve and, 

with every sighting, we could believe our 

luck less and less – we saw three different 

leopards in three days, plus sparring 

elephants, three male lions, a baby hyena, a 

lone buffalo, and a single wildebeest. How 

was it possible to have had these sightings? 

Well, we did, and it was magical. 

I opted to spend most of my stay lounging 

in the hand-crafted, multi-coloured poolside 

chair loungers, sipping on a chilled glass of 

white wine and enjoying the sights, smells, 

and, most importantly, the sounds of nature. 

Motswari Private Game Reserve forms 

part of the NEWMARK Collection. For more 

information on Motswari Private Game 

Reserve and the other properties that they 

manage, visit www.newmarkhotels.com.

http://www.newmarkhotels.com
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Expert Advice
In Need of

The benefits of using a professional interior 
designer for your holiday home
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A holiday home is a significant investment. For years to come, it will be a 
place of relaxation and off-time fun for you and your family. But how do you 
decorate a holiday home when chances are you live a reasonable distance 
away? Our answer is to turn to the experts and hire a professional to bring 
your holiday home imaginations to life.
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A 
holiday home is the ultimate 

luxury – accommodation that 

never needs a booking is filled 

with your personal belongings 

and is situated in a place you are happy 

in and familiar with. If you have taken the 

leap and decided to make that purchase, 

chances are you will want to redecorate. 

Like most things in life, we advocate 

handing complicated jobs over to the 

professionals. Hire an interior designer 

and arrive at your holiday home next 

summer to a brand new space, with all the 

comforts of home. 

Here are just a few of the benefits of 

hiring an interior designer to lead your 

holiday home redesign:

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION
The age-old saying still reigns supreme 

when it comes to property. The location 

will significantly influence the value of a 

property and the returns it will have, but 

a house’s location will also give you cues 

on how its interior should be themed. 

Your choices do not need to be as linear 

as a home by the sea needing to be 

decorated in driftwood and those iconic 

sailor stripes, but it can help inform your 

decision making. 

Perhaps your holiday house is located in 

an area famous for its wooden furniture or 

its metal crafts – why would you not want to 

work that into your design? The materials are 

local, and choosing these styles will support 

local businesses. It’s a win-win situation. 

INTO THE FUTURE
Since property is a long-term investment, 

one must consider interior decor carefully. 

Though it can be relatively easy to update, 

investing in timeless pieces of furniture will 

be worth your while and can save you time 

and hassle. Speaking of saving you time and 

hassle, that is where the experts come in: 

they will take the vision you have for your 

home and see it through. They will have 

access to the best variety of resources, suited 

to your budget and specific lifestyle needs. 

Not only style is important – be wary of the 

potential wear and tear on your furniture, 

as this can result in unnecessary and costly 

updates happening more frequently.  

B FOR BUDGET
It is a word some of us love, and some 

of us hate. Either way, budgeting is vital 

to avoid unnecessary financial strain. The 

costs of furnishing a home in its entirety 

can be considerable and need to be 

worked into your overall holiday home 

planning budget. Interior designers run 

every big decision by you, and remember 

that you make the rules. If you do not 

want to pay R15k per roll of wallpaper, 

say no and ask that your designer finds 

cheaper options. 

HOLIDAY HOME
Consider your ultimate plans for a 

holiday home before going ahead with 

the procurement, purchase, and interior 

design of a property. Factors that will 

influence the interior decor include 

whether your holiday home will be rented 

out furnished for short- or long-term 

periods. The kind of interior furniture 

requirements, as well as the aesthetic 

themes, will all be dependent on what 

the home is ultimately used for, and will 

have a great impact on the potential rental 

earnings of the property and, of course, 

the memories made in the home. 

Research, budget, and planning are all 

that separate you from finding your dream 

holiday house. What separates the house 

from becoming the perfect holiday home 

is a phone call to an expert in the field of 

interior design.

Text by Shannon Correia
Images © Pexels.com
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BIANCHI
Siena, Italy. August 1st 2020

SINCE 1885 BIANCHI HELPS CHAMPIONS 
TO MAKE RACING HISTORY.

THANK YOU WOUT.

https://www.jjcycling.co.za/
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Mr Miata 
Domo Arigato

Generations of fun in the Mazda MX-5 RF
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As claimant to the title of the world’s most popular two-seater roadster, the 
Mazda MX-5 is as refreshingly thrill-a-minute as it has been since its global 
debut in 1989. Created to be small, light, technologically modern, dynamically 
balanced, and pleasingly uncomplicated, the MX-5 has by default become 
the spiritual successor to the quintessential Italian and British sports cars of the 
1950s and 1960s.
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J
inba Ittai, or “oneness of horse 

and rider”, is the guiding principle 

and design philosophy behind 

the world’s best-selling, and by 

implication also most-popular two-seater 

roadster. During the MX-5’s development 

phase in the mid-1980s, Mazda purchased 

a classic Lotus Elan to inspire the design 

team on the project. Ultimately the Elan 

became the design benchmark for the MX-

5, and to this day some design cues from 

the British car remain visible on the fourth-

generation MX-5.

TRUE TO FORM
With well over one million cars sold 

since its debut, the MX-5 is something 

of a modern-day classic – not bad for an 

unpretentious little roadster. But how did 

Mazda manage to keep the MX-5 as fresh 

and as relevant to this day? 

The answer lies in religiously sticking to 

the original formula – keep it lightweight 

(more or less 1,000 kg); keep the cockpit 

just the right size for two occupants; 

stick to the front-engine, rear-wheel-drive 

layout; and maintain supple independent 

suspension all-round.

Evolutionary upgrades aside, the only 

significant change to the MX-5 design, 
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is the replacement of the soft-top with a 

retractable fastback roof, which also lends 

the “RF” designation to the car.

Unlike previous soft-top models, the RF 

roof, with its built-in deflectors, significantly 

reduces wind noise and shudder in the cabin. 

Maintaining a decent conversation is easy 

and comfortable. One drawback of the roof 

design, however, is that it cannot be raised or 

lowered at speeds exceeding 10 km/h, unlike 

some other roadsters that allow for roof 

operation up to as much as 60 km/h. 

The MX-5 cabin is snug. Not tight, just 

snug. And getting in and out of the low-slung 

MX-5 requires a fair amount of agility. Once 

inside the house, the car fits like a glove, and 

all controls and buttons are within easy reach. 

Cabin storage space is limited since 

there is no cubby, and the centre 

console bin barely manages to hold 

a wallet and some keys. There is a 

lockable bin in the firewall space 

behind and between the seats, but 

access to it is a little cumbersome.

Minor gripes aside, the MX-5 is 

packed with handy tech, including 

adaptive headlights, lane departure 

warning, cruise control, climate 

control, and blind-spot alert.

IT’S A FEELING
Ultimately, however, the 

MX-5’s appeal has everything to 

do with the driving experience. 
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Harvesting 118 kW and 200 Nm of torque 

from its 2.0-litre naturally aspirated engine, 

the little free-revving roadster has just the 

right amount of grunt to endow it with a 

healthy dose of fun. 

At 7.3 seconds to do the zero to 100 

km/h sprint, the MX-5 isn’t a ball of fire in 

the performance department, but it also 

isn’t intended to be. What matters more is 

how the power is delivered to the road, and 

how steering and chassis collaborate. The 

delivered experience is sublime, and while 

I would personally have preferred a manual 

gearbox over the car’s torque converter 

automatic, it’s hard to fault the MX-5 on 

how it feels to drive.

THE COMPETITION
For sheer fun, there are few alternatives 

in the market right now. The closest rival 

judged by driving experience would be 

the MINI Cooper Convertible, with cars 

such as the BMW 2 Series Convertible and 

Audi’s A3 Cabriolet taking a distant second 

and third spot. The thing is, these cars are 

significantly more expensive than the little 

MX-5, and (besides the MINI) haven’t nearly 

the sports car heritage that the Mazda 

has. It is the closest you can come to pure 

roadster fun. Go on, spoil yourself, you will 

thank me later.

Text & Images © Bernie Hellberg Jr

DOWNLOAD THE NEW USN BODY MAKEOVER GUIDE AND 
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BODY AND LIFESTYLE IN JUST 12 WEEKS
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De Havilland Dash-8 Q400/Q300

CemAir fleet

Mitsubishi CRJ-100/200

Mitsubishi CRJ-900

De Havilland Dash-8 100

Beechcraft 1900D

Manufacturer: Mitsubishi

Model: CRJ-900

No. of aircraft: 1

Maximum cruising speed: 

Mach 0.82 / 871 km/h

Engines: General Electric CF34-8C5

Range: 1,350nm / 2,956km

Maximum altitude: 41,000’

Seating capacity: 90 Passengers 

Crew: 4 Crew

Wing span: 81’ 7” / 24.9 meters

Overall length: 119’ 4” / 36.4 meters

Overall height: 24’ 7” / 7.5 meters

Minimum runway length: 1,778 meters

Manufacturer: Mitsubishi

Model: CRJ-100/200

No. of aircraft: 12

Maximum cruising speed: 

Mach 0.81 / 860 km/h

Engines: General Electric CF34-3A1

Range: 1,946nm / 3,620km

Maximum altitude: 41,000’

Seating capacity: 50 Passengers 

Crew: 3 Crew

Wing span: 69’ 7” / 21.2 meters

Overall length: 87’ 10” / 26.8 meters

Overall height: 24’ 5” / 6.2 meters

Minimum runway length: 1,918 meters

Manufacturer: De Havilland

Model: Dash-8 Q400

No. of aircraft: 1

Maximum cruising speed: 

360 knots / 667 km/h

Engines: PW150A

Range: 1,360nm / 2,520km

Maximum altitude: 25,000’

Seating capacity: 78 Passengers 

Crew: 4 Crew

Wing span: 93’ 3” / 28.4 meters

Overall length: 107’ 9” / 32.8 meters

Overall height: 27’ 5” / 8.4 meters

Minimum runway length: 1,425 meters

Manufacturer: De Havilland

Model: Dash-8 Q300

No. of aircraft: 2

Maximum cruising speed: 

295 knots / 545 km/h

Engines: PW123A

Range: 1,107nm / 2,050km

Maximum altitude: 25,000’

Seating capacity: 50 Passengers 

Crew: 3 Crew

Wing span: 90’ / 27.4 meters

Overall length: 84’ 3” / 25.7 meters

Overall height: 24’ 7” / 7.5 meters

Minimum runway length: 1,150 meters

Manufacturer: De Havilland

Model: Dash-8 100

No. of aircraft: 1

Maximum cruising speed: 

269 knots / 497 km/h

Engines: PW120A

Range: 1,000nm / 1,800km

Maximum altitude: 25,000’

Seating capacity: 37 Passengers 

Crew: 3 Crew

Wing span: 84’ 11” / 25.9 meters

Overall length: 73’ / 22.3 meters

Overall height: 24’ 7” / 7.5 meters

Minimum runway length: 800 meters

Manufacturer: Beechcraft

Model: 1900D

No. of aircraft: 9

Maximum cruising speed: 

284 knots / 525 km/h

Engines: PT6A-67D

Range: 1,400nm / 2,500km

Maximum altitude: 25,000’

Seating capacity: 19 Passengers 

Crew: 2 Crew

Wing span: 57’ 11” / 17.6 meters

Overall length: 57’ 10” / 17.6 meters

Overall height: 14’ 10” / 4.6 meters

Minimum runway length: 1,000 meters

Airline Information
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